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Assad or We Burn the Country
This volume represents an early attempt at assessing the Long War, now in its
14th year. Forged in the fires of the 9/11 attacks, the war includes campaigns
Page 1/40

Download Ebook Washingtons Long War On Syria
against al Qaeda, major conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and operations in the
Horn of Africa, the Republic of the Philippines, and globally, in the air and on the
sea. The authors herein treat only the campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq, the
largest U.S. efforts. It is intended for future senior officers, their advisors, and other
national security decisionmakers. By derivation, it is also a book for students in
joint professional military education courses, which will qualify them to work in the
field of strategy. While the book tends to focus on strategic decisions and
developments of land wars among the people, it acknowledges that the status of
the United States as a great power and the strength of its ground forces depend in
large measure on the dominance of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force in their
respective domains.

Turkey and Syrian Refugees: The Limits of Hospitality
No more politics—just the truth about what we can and must do to protect
ourselves. Fox News military analyst Colonel David Hunt has dedicated his career
to fighting terrorism. A twenty-nine-year U.S. Army veteran, he has helped take out
an active terrorist camp, trained the FBI and Special Forces in counterterrorism
tactics, and served as security adviser to six different Olympic Games. And Colonel
Hunt is angry. Why? Because even after the terrorist attacks on our country and on
Americans around the world, the people charged with protecting us—the politicians
and the bureaucrats in military and intelligence—still aren’t getting the job done.
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They Just Don’t Get It provides a much-needed wake-up call to all Americans. As
politicians posture and pundits bicker, we’re losing sight of the fundamental
problem: We’re still not equipped to win the War on Terror. In fact, the terrorist
threat is far worse than we feared, as made frighteningly clear by the fifty pages of
documents published here for the first time—including a shocking manual taken
from the terrorists themselves. But instead of just complaining, Colonel Hunt tells
us exactly what we must do—without regard to political game-playing—to emerge
victorious in the challenge that history has given us. These are changes we can
make at every level—as individual citizens, as a government, and as a military
power. As he shows in this book, while the government and our military lead the
fight to protect us, ordinary citizens can and must contribute. They Just Don’t Get It
reveals: • What you can do to keep your family safe • How many of the
government’s recent “reforms” are mere window dressing or, worse,
counterproductive • How we can fight this war and still safeguard our civil liberties
and the American way of life • How to fix the intelligence disaster (and yes, the
politicians in D.C. still haven’t fixed it) • How we got into this mess in the first
place: it’s mostly because our government let the problem fester for three decades
Colonel Hunt is no cautious bureaucrat or finger-pointer looking for political gain.
He is a straight shooter with deep insight into what’s happening in the War on
Terror—on the ground and in the government. They Just Don’t Get It lays out in
clear and compelling terms the steps we must take—all of us—to win the War on
Terror and ensure our survival as a free, proud, and strong nation. From They Just
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Don’t Get It We’re fighting a war for our very survival, so we’d better figure out
how to win. That’s why I’m writing this book—to show us how we can win, how we
can protect ourselves. As a Fox News military analyst, I’m paid to offer insight into
how our armed forces are conducting the fight against our enemies. But this book
shows that to win the War on Terror we need to concern ourselves with more than
just military tactics. For one thing, we need to look at what our political leaders are
doing. The sad truth is that they still don’t get it. Then there’s intelligence. You’ve
heard about our intelligence failures, but I doubt you know how bad it really
is—even after the “reforms.” I’m going to tell you. And another critical dimension
to this story usually gets overlooked—what you can do. The fact is, you can do a
lot. Hell, you must do a lot. A selection of American Compass From the Hardcover
edition.

The Home That Was Our Country
From a Pulitzer Prize-nominated journalist specializing in the Middle East, this
groundbreaking account of the Syrian Civil War reveals the never-before-published
true story of a 21st-century humanitarian disaster. In spring 2011, Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad turned to his friend and army commander, Manaf Tlass, for advice
about how to respond to Arab Spring-inspired protests. Tlass pushed for
conciliation but Assad decided to crush the uprising -- an act which would catapult
the country into an eight-year long war, killing almost half a million and fueling
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terrorism and a global refugee crisis. Assad or We Burn the Country examines
Syria's tragedy through the generational saga of the Assad and Tlass families, once
deeply intertwined and now estranged in Bashar's bloody quest to preserve his
father's inheritance. By drawing on his own reporting experience in Damascus and
exclusive interviews with Tlass, Dagher takes readers within palace walls to reveal
the family behind the destruction of a country and the chaos of an entire region.
Dagher shows how one of the world's most vicious police states came to be and
explains how a regional conflict extended globally, engulfing the Middle East and
pitting the United States and Russia against one another. Timely, propulsive, and
expertly reported, Assad or We Burn the Country is the definitive account of this
global crisis, going far beyond the news story that has dominated headlines for
years.

How the West Stole Democracy from the Arabs
Which complications can occur during and after surgeries? What are the challenges
that a surgeon could face? The late war on Syria erupted, and he fled to Canada.
What happened in Aleppo and other cities in Syria? It was a mini world war that
never happened before.

Great Delusion
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War and landpower's role in the twenty-first century is not just about military
organizations, tactics, operations, and technology; it is also about strategy, policy,
and social and political contexts. After fourteen years of war in the Middle East with
dubious results, a diminished national reputation, and a continuing drawdown of
troops with perhaps a future force increase proposed by the Trump administration,
the role of landpower in US grand strategy will continue to evolve with changing
geopolitical situations. Landpower in the Long War: Projecting Force After 9/11,
edited by Jason W. Warren , is the first holistic academic analysis of American
strategic landpower. Divided into thematic sections, this study presents a
comprehensive approach to a critical aspect of US foreign policy as the threat or
ability to use force underpins diplomacy. The text begins with more traditional
issues, such as strategy and civilian-military relations, and works its way to more
contemporary topics, such as how socio-cultural considerations effect the
landpower force. It also includes a synopsis of the suppressed Iraq report from one
of the now retired leaders of that effort. The contributors -- made up of an
interdisciplinary team of political scientists, historians, and military practitioners -demonstrate that the conceptualization of landpower must move beyond the
limited operational definition offered by Army doctrine in order to encompass
social changes, trauma, the rule of law, acquisition of needed equipment, civilmilitary relationships, and bureaucratic decision-making, and argue that landpower
should be a useful concept for warfighters and government agencies.
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Call Sign Chaos
One US military leader has called Israel "the intelligence equivalent of five CIAs."
An Israeli cabinet minister likens his country to "the equivalent of a dozen US
aircraft carriers," while the Jerusalem Post defines Israel as the executive of a
"superior Western military force that" protects "America's interests in the region."
Arab leaders have called Israel "a club the United States uses against the Arabs,"
and "a poisoned dagger implanted in the heart of the Arab nation." Israel's first
leaders proclaimed their new state in 1948 under a portrait of Theodore Herzl, who
had defined the future Jewish state as "a settler colony for European Jews in the
Middle East under the military umbrella of one of the Great Powers." The first Great
Power to sponsor Herzl's dream was Great Britain in 1917 when foreign secretary
Sir Arthur Balfour promised British support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine. In
1967 Israel launched a successful war against the highly popular Arab nationalist
movement of Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser, the most popular Arab leader
since the Prophet Mohammed. Nasser rallied the world's oppressed to the project
of throwing off the chains of colonialism and subordination to the West. He inspired
leaders such as Nelson Mandela, Fidel Castro, Hugo Chavez, and Muammar
Gaddafi. Viewing Israel as a potentially valuable asset in suppressing liberation
movements, Washington poured billions into Israel's economy and military. Since
1967, Israel has undertaken innumerable operations on Washington's behalf,
against states that reject US supremacy and economic domination. The selfPage 7/40
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appointed Jewish state has become what Zionists from Herzl to an editor of
Haaretz, the liberal Israeli newspaper, have defined as a watch-dog capable of
sufficiently punishing neighboring countries discourteous towards the West.
Stephen Gowans challenges the specious argument that Israel controls US foreign
policy, tracing the development of the self-declared Jewish state, from its
conception in the ideas of Theodore Herzl, to its birth as a European colony,
through its efforts to suppress regional liberation movements, to its emergence as
an extension of the Pentagon, integrated into the US empire as a pro-imperialist
Sparta of the Middle East.

The Battle for Syria
Syria has long presented a difficult problem for American policymakers. Actively
supportive of groups such as Hezbollah, it has occupied Lebanon for more than 20
years. Damascus remains intransigent on Israel's complete withdrawal from the
disputed Golan Heights as the sine qua non for peace with that state. It is often
mentioned in the same breath as members of the infamous "axis of evil." Syria
occupies an important strategic position in the Middle East—one made even more
significant as America considers long-term involvement in the reconstruction of
Iraq. As the policy challenges posed by Syria's problematic behavior have grown
more pressing in the recent security environment, the United States has had
difficulty formulating a coherent and effective policy toward Damascus. The death
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of long-time dictator Hafiz al Assad has forced renewed debate on its place in the
region. The transition from Assad to his son Bashar has thrown Western consensus
on how to deal with the Syrian leadership further into doubt. In heriting Syria fills
this void with a detailed analytic portrait of the Syrian regime under Bashar's
leadership. It draws implications for U.S. policy, offering a bold new strategy for
achieving American objectives, largely via a strategy of "coordinated engagement"
employing both sticks and carrots. This strategy would be independent of the ArabIsraeli peace process, thus a historical departure for the United States. The
author's long service in the foreign policy establishment has uniquely positioned
him to provide valuable insights into this mysterious yet important country. This
book will be of high interest to those concerned about the Middle East, the war on
terror, and the future of American foreign policy. Written for a general audience as
well as the policymaking and academic communities,her iting Syria is is an
important resource for all who seek deeper understanding of this enigmatic nation
and its leadership.

Landpower in the Long War
Alia Malek weaves a lyrical narrative around the history of her family's apartment
building in the heart of Damascus, the many lives that crossed in the stairwell, and
how the fates of her neighbors reflect the fate of her country. Reading Group Guide
Included At the Arab Spring's hopeful start, Alia Malek returned to Damascus to
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reclaim her grandmother's apartment, which had been lost to her family since
Hafez al-Assad came to power in 1970. Its loss was central to her parent's decision
to make their lives in America. In chronicling the people who lived in the Tahaan
building, past and present, Alia portrays the Syrians--the Muslims, Christians, Jews,
Armenians, and Kurds--who worked, loved, and suffered in close quarters,
mirroring the political shifts in their country. Restoring her family's home as the
country comes apart, she learns how to speak the coded language of oppression
that exists in a dictatorship, while privately confronting her own fears about Syria's
future. The Home That Was Our Country is a deeply researched, personal journey
that shines a delicate but piercing light on Syrian history, society, and politics.
Teeming with insights, the narrative weaves acute political analysis with a century
of intimate family history, delivering an unforgettable portrait of the Syria that is
being erased.

My Life as a Surgeon
Offering an authoritative study of the plural religious landscape in modern Syria
and of the diverse Christian and Muslim communities that have cohabited the
country for centuries, this volume considers a wide range of cultural, religious and
political issues that have impacted the interreligious dynamic, putting them in their
local and wider context. Combining fieldwork undertaken within government-held
areas during the Syrian conflict with critical historical and Christian theological
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reflection, this research makes a significant contribution to understanding Syria’s
diverse religious landscape and the multi-layered expressions of Christian-Muslim
relations. It discusses the concept of sectarianism and how communal dynamics
are crucial to understanding Syrian society. The complex wider issues that underlie
the relationship are examined, including the roles of culture and religious
leadership; and it questions whether the analytical concept of sectarianism is
adequate to describe the complex communal frameworks in the Middle Eastern
context. Finally, the study examines the contributions of contemporary Eastern
Christian leaders to interreligious discourse, concluding that the theology and
spirituality of Eastern Christianity, inhabiting the same cultural environment as
Islam, is uniquely placed to play a major role in interreligious dialogue and in peacemaking. The book offers an original contribution to knowledge and understanding
of the changing Christian-Muslim dynamic in Syria and the region. It should be a
key resource to students, scholars and readers interested in religion, current affairs
and the Middle East.

They Just Don't Get It
This extended essay investigates the meaning of imperialism in Syria, providing a
valuable addition to the ongoing debate on the Syrian crisis through the lens of
imperialism, modern warfare, and geopolitics. It offers a detailed analysis of how
the Syrian war has been the product of imperialist ambitions. The author begins by
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situating the Syrian conflict in the regional historical continuum, positing that the
modern imperialist war visited upon Syria is both a production domain intrinsic to
capital, and an application of the law of value assuming a highly destructive form.
Such processes, particularly the measure of war as a component of accumulation
by waste and militarism, are peculiar to the imperialism of the United States, which
the author argues is the sole imperialist power at play in Syria, and globally. With
so many international forces vying with one another in this country, and some
prominent Western scholars equally ascribing imperialism to the US, Russia and
China, defining “who the imperialist is” can help to clear some of the fog in the war
of positions, as a misplaced or ideologically motivated assessment can provide the
wrong party with a justification for prolonging the war. This book will be of interest
to academics in the social sciences and Middle Eastern studies, but will also appeal
to all readers with an interest in patterns of global development, postcolonialism
and neoliberal imperialism.

Building Militaries in Fragile States
"When President Barack Obama demanded formally in the summer of 2011 that
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad step down, it was not the first time Washington
had sought regime change in Damascus. The United States had waged a long war
against Syria from the very moment the country's fiercely independent Arab
nationalist movement came to power in 1963. Assad and his father Hafez al-Assad
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were committed devotees to that movement. Washington had waged long wars on
the leaders of the Arab nationalist movements. These included Egypt's Gamal
Abdel Nasser, Iraq's Saddam Hussein, Libya's Muammar Gaddafi, and Syria's
Assads. To do so, the US often allyied with particularly violent forms of political
Islam to undermine its Arab nationalist foes. By 2011, Syria was the only remaining
pan-Arabist state in the region. Stephen Gowans examines the decades-long
struggle for control of Syria and demolishes each and every argument Washington,
its allies, and the mainstream media have advanced to justify the unjustifiable
regime change in Syria."--Back cover of book.

敘利亞戰爭：美國從不公開的中東地緣博奕與野心
Ever since the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, fighters from abroad have
journeyed in ever-greater numbers to conflict zones in the Muslim world to defend
Islam from-in their view-infidels and apostates. The phenomenon recently reached
its apogee in Syria, where the foreign fighter population quickly became larger and
more diverse than in any previous conflict. In Road Warriors, Daniel Byman
provides a sweeping history of the jihadist foreign fighter movement. He begins by
chronicling the movement's birth in Afghanistan, its growing pains in Bosnia and
Chechnya, and its emergence as a major source of terrorism in the West in the
1990s, culminating in the 9/11 attacks. Since that bloody day, the foreign fighter
movement has seen major ups and downs. It rode high after the 2003 US invasion
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of Iraq, when the ultra-violent Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) attracted thousands of foreign
fighters. AQI overreached, however, and suffered a crushing defeat. Demonstrating
the resilience of the movement, however, AQI reemerged anew during the Syrian
civil war as the Islamic State, attracting tens of thousands of fighters from around
the world and spawning the bloody 2015 attacks in Paris among hundreds of other
strikes. Although casualty rates are usually high, the survivors of Afghanistan,
Syria, and other fields of jihad often became skilled professional warriors, going
from one war to the next. Still others returned to their home countries, some to
peaceful retirement but a deadly few to conduct terrorist attacks. Over time, both
the United States and Europe have learned to adapt. Before 9/11, volunteers went
to and fro to Afghanistan and other hotspots with little interference. Today, the
United States and its allies have developed a global program to identify, arrest,
and kill foreign fighters. Much remains to be done, however-jihadist ideas and
networks are by now deeply embedded, even as groups such as Al Qaeda and the
Islamic State rise and fall. And as Byman makes abundantly clear, the problem is
not likely to go away any time soon.

Losing the Long Game
The story of a pivotal moment in modern world history, when representative
democracy became a political option for Arabs—and how the West denied the
opportunity. When Europe’s Great War engulfed the Ottoman Empire, Arab
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nationalists rose in revolt against the Turks. The British supported the Arabs’ fight
for an independent state and sent an intelligence officer, T.E. Lawrence, to join
Prince Faisal, leader of the Arab army and a descendant of the Prophet. In October
1918, Faisal, Lawrence, and the Arabs victoriously entered Damascus, where they
declared a constitutional government in an independent Greater Syria. At the Paris
Peace Conference, Faisal won the support of President Woodrow Wilson, who sent
an American commission to Syria to survey the political aspirations of its people.
However, other Entente leaders at Paris—and later San Remo—schemed against
the Arab democracy, which they saw as a threat to their colonial rule. On March 8,
1920, the Syrian-Arab Congress declared independence and crowned Faisal king of
a “representative monarchy.” Rashid Rida, a leading Islamic thinker of the day, led
the constituent assembly to establish equality for all citizens, including nonMuslims, under a full bill of rights. But France and Britain refused to recognize the
Damascus government and instead imposed a system of mandates on the Arab
provinces of the defeated Ottoman Empire, on the pretext that Arabs were not yet
ready for self-government. Under such a mandate, the French invaded Syria in
April 1920, crushing the Arab government and sending Faisal and Congress leaders
in flight to exile. The fragile coalition of secular modernizers and Islamic reformers
that might have established democracy in the Arab world was destroyed, with
profound consequences that reverberate still. Using many previously untapped
primary sources, including contemporary newspaper accounts and letters, minutes
from the Syrian-Arab Congress, and diary and journal entries from participants,
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How The West Stole Democracy From The Arabs is a groundbreaking account of
this extraordinary, brief moment of unity and hope—and of its destruction.

Israel's Long War with Hezbollah
"Based on first-hand reporting from Syria and Washington, journalist Reese Erlich
unravels the complex dynamics underlying the Syrian civil war. Through vivid, onthe-ground accounts and interviews with both rebel leaders and Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, Erlich gives the reader a better understanding of this momentous
power struggle and why it matters. Through his many contacts inside Syria, the
author reveals who is supporting Assad and why; he describes the agendas of the
rebel factions; and he depicts in stark terms the dire plight of many ordinary Syrian
people caught in the cross-fire. The book also provides insights into the role of the
Kurds, the continuing influence of Iran, and the policies of American leaders who
seem interested only in protecting US regional interests. Disturbing and
enlightening at once, this timely book shows you not only what is happening inside
Syria but why it is so important for the Middle East, the US, and the world."

The Big Stick
With a rich comparative case-study approach that spans Europe, Asia, and the
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Middle East, Building Militaries in Fragile States unearths provocative findings that
suggest the traditional way of working with foreign militaries needs to be
rethought.

Washington's Long War on Syria
Prize-winning journalist and the co-author of smash New York Times bestseller I Am
Malala, Christina Lamb, now tells the inspiring true story of another remarkable
young hero: Nujeen Mustafa, a teenager born with cerebral palsy, whose harrowing
journey from war-ravaged Syria to Germany in a wheelchair is a breathtaking tale
of fortitude, grit, and hope that lends a face to the greatest humanitarian issue of
our time, the Syrian refugee crisis. For millions around the globe, sixteen-year-old
Nujeen Mustafa embodies the best of the human spirit. Confined to a wheelchair
because of her cerebral palsy and denied formal schooling in Syria because of her
illness, Nujeen taught herself English by watching American soap operas. When her
small town became the epicenter of the brutal fight between ISIS militants and USbacked Kurdish troops in 2014, she and her family were forced to flee. Despite her
physical limitations, Nujeen embarked on the arduous trek to safety and a new life.
The grueling sixteen-month odyssey by foot, boat, and bus took her across Turkey
and the Mediterranean to Greece, through Macedonia to Serbia and Hungary, and
finally, to Germany. Yet, in spite of the tremendous physical hardship she endured,
Nujeen's extraordinary optimism never wavered. Refusing to give in to despair or
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see herself as a passive victim, she kept her head high. As she told a BBC reporter,
"You should fight to get what you want in this world." Nujeen's positivity and
resolve infuses this unforgettable story of one young woman determined to make a
better life for herself. Told by acclaimed British foreign correspondent Christina
Lamb, Nujeen is a unique and powerful memoir that gives voice to the Syrian
refugee crisis, helping us to understand that the world must change—and offering
the inspiration to make that change reality.

Nujeen
This powerful and lyrical debut novel is to Syria what The Kite Runner was to
Afghanistan; the story of two girls living eight hundred years apart—a modern-day
Syrian refugee seeking safety and an adventurous mapmaker’s
apprentice—“perfectly aligns with the cultural moment” (The Providence Journal)
and “shows how interconnected two supposedly opposing worlds can be” (The New
York Times Book Review). This “beguiling” (Seattle Times) and stunning novel
begins in the summer of 2011. Nour has just lost her father to cancer, and her
mother moves Nour and her sisters from New York City back to Syria to be closer
to their family. In order to keep her father’s spirit alive as she adjusts to her new
home, Nour tells herself their favorite story—the tale of Rawiya, a twelfth-century
girl who disguised herself as a boy in order to apprentice herself to a famous
mapmaker. But the Syria Nour’s parents knew is changing, and it isn’t long before
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the war reaches their quiet Homs neighborhood. When a shell destroys Nour’s
house and almost takes her life, she and her family are forced to choose: stay and
risk more violence or flee across seven countries of the Middle East and North
Africa in search of safety—along the very route Rawiya and her mapmaker took
eight hundred years before in their quest to chart the world. As Nour’s family
decides to take the risk, their journey becomes more and more dangerous, until
they face a choice that could mean the family will be separated forever. Following
alternating timelines and a pair of unforgettable heroines coming of age in perilous
times, The Map of Salt and Stars is the “magical and heart-wrenching” (Christian
Science Monitor) story of one girl telling herself the legend of another and learning
that, if you listen to your own voice, some things can never be lost.

War with China
Patriots, Traitors and Empires is an account of modern Korean history, written from
the point of view of those who fought to free their country from the domination of
foreign empires. It traces the history of Korea's struggle for freedom from
opposition to Japanese colonialism starting in 1905 to North Korea's current efforts
to deter the threat of invasion by the United States or anybody else by having
nuclear weapons. Koreans have been fighting a civil war since 1932, when Kim Il
Sung, founder of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, along with other
Korean patriots, launched a guerrilla war against Japanese colonial domination.
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Other Koreans, traitors to the cause of Korea's freedom, including a future South
Korean president, joined the side of Japan's Empire, becoming officers in the
Japanese army or enlisting in the hated colonial police force. From early in the 20th
century when Japan incorporated Korea into its burgeoning empire, Koreans have
struggled against foreign domination, first by Japan then by the United States.
Patriots, Traitors and Empires, The Story of Korea's Struggle for Freedom is a muchneeded antidote to the jingoist clamor spewing from all quarters whenever Korea is
discussed.

The Syrian Conflict's Impact on International Law
It was the original forever war, which went on interminably, fuelled by religious
fanaticism, personal ambition, fear of hegemony, and communal suspicion. It
dragged in all the neighbouring powers. It was punctuated by repeated failed
ceasefires. It inflicted suffering beyond belief and generated waves of refugees.
No, this is not Syria today, but the Thirty Years' War (1618-48), which turned
Germany and much of central Europe into a disaster zone. The Thirty Years' War is
often cited as a parallel in discussions of the Middle East. The Peace of Westphalia,
which ended the conflict in 1648, has featured strongly in such discussions, usually
with the observation that recent events in some parts of the region have seen the
collapse of ideas of state sovereignty--ideas that supposedly originated with the
1648 settlement. Axworthy, Milton and Simms argue that the Westphalian treaties,
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far from enshrining state sovereignty, in fact reconfigured and strengthened a
structure for legal resolution of disputes, and provided for intervention by outside
guarantor powers to uphold the peace settlement. This book argues that the
history of Westphalia may hold the key to resolving the new long wars in the
Middle East today.

Road Warriors
The ongoing conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah is
now in its fourth decade and shows no signs of ending. Raphael D. Marcus
examines this conflict since the formation of Hezbollah during Israel’s occupation
of Lebanon in the early 1980s. He critically evaluates events including Israel’s long
counterguerrilla campaign throughout the 1990s, the Israeli withdrawal in 2000,
the 2006 summer war, and concludes with an assessment of current tensions on
the border between Israel and Lebanon related to the Syrian civil war. Israel’s Long
War with Hezbollah is both the first complete military history of this decades-long
conflict and an analysis of military innovation and adaptation. The book is based on
unique fieldwork in Israel and Lebanon, extensive research into Hebrew and Arabic
primary sources, and dozens of interviews Marcus conducted with Israeli defense
officials, high-ranking military officers of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), United
Nations personnel, a Hezbollah official, and Western diplomats. As an expert on
organizational learning, Marcus analyzes ongoing processes of strategic and
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operational innovation and adaptation by both the IDF and Hezbollah throughout
the long guerrilla conflict. His conclusions illuminate the dynamics of the ongoing
conflict and illustrate the complexity of military adaptation under fire. With
Hezbollah playing an ongoing role in the civil war in Syria and the simmering
hostilities on the Israel-Lebanon border, students, scholars, diplomats, and military
practitioners with an interest in Middle Eastern security issues, Israeli military
history, and military innovation and adaptation can ill afford to neglect this book.

We Crossed a Bridge and It Trembled
The massive dimensions of Syria's refugee crisis—and the search for solutions The
civil war in Syria has forced some 10 million people—more than half the country's
population—from their homes and communities, creating one of the largest human
displacements since the end of World War II. Daily headlines testify to their plight,
both within Syria and in the countries to which they have fled. The Consequences
of Chaos looks beyond the ever-increasing numbers of Syria's uprooted to consider
the long-term economic, political, and social implications of this massive
movement of people. Neighboring countries hosting thousands or even millions of
refugees, Western governments called upon to provide financial assistance and
even new homes for the refugees, regional and international organizations
struggling to cope with the demands for food and shelter—all have found the Syria
crisis to be overwhelming in its challenges. And the challenges of finding solutions
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for those displaced by the conflict are likely to continue for years, perhaps even for
decades. The Syrian displacement crisis raises fundamental questions about the
relationship between action to resolve conflicts and humanitarian aid to assist the
victims and demonstrates the limits of humanitarian response, even on a massive
scale, to resolve political crises. The increasingly protracted nature of the crisis
also raises the need for the international community to think beyond just relief
assistance and adopt developmental policies to help refugees become productive
members of their host communities.

Israel, a Beachhead in the Middle East
National bestselling author Rochelle Alers takes readers on an emotional adventure
from fling to forever in the last book of the Best Men Trilogy! Handsome
psychotherapist Ivan Campbell could diagnose his own issues in a heartbeat—fear
of commitment. Every woman he meets is convinced he’s the complete package,
yet no one has been able to get past the wall he built around himself long ago. But
Nayo Goddard isn’t looking for marriage. The petite, stylish photographer plays by
her own rules and makes it crystal clear she has no interest in settling down. A fun,
passionate, no-strings relationship with Nayo should be the perfect solution for
Ivan—except suddenly he wants more, much more. And this time, the love Ôem
and leave Ôem bachelor may be the one who’s left heartbroken…. Originally
published in 2009
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Burning Country
The definitive account of how regime change in the Middle East has proven so
tempting to American policymakers for decades—and why it always seems to go
wrong. "Must reading—by someone who saw it first-hand—for all interested in
America’s foreign policy and its place in the world.” —Robin Wright Since the end
of World War II, the United States has set out to oust governments in the Middle
East on an average of once per decade—in places as diverse as Iran, Iraq,
Afghanistan (twice), Egypt, Libya, and Syria. The reasons for these interventions
have also been extremely diverse, and the methods by which the United States
pursued regime change have likewise been highly varied, ranging from diplomatic
pressure alone to outright military invasion and occupation. What is common to all
the operations, however, is that they failed to achieve their ultimate goals,
produced a range of unintended and even catastrophic consequences, carried
heavy financial and human costs, and in many cases left the countries in question
worse off than they were before. Philip H. Gordon's Losing the Long Game is a
thorough and riveting look at the U.S. experience with regime change over the
past seventy years, and an insider’s view on U.S. policymaking in the region at the
highest levels. It is the story of repeated U.S. interventions in the region that
always started out with high hopes and often the best of intentions, but never
turned out well. No future discussion of U.S. policy in the Middle East will be
complete without taking into account the lessons of the past, especially at a time
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of intense domestic polarization and reckoning with America's standing in world.

No Turning Back: Life, Loss, and Hope in Wartime Syria
Syria has long presented a serious problem for the Middle East region and U.S.
policy. With its mix of competing religious and ethnic groups, radical ideologies,
and political repression, it is a 72,000-square-mile time bomb waiting to go off. Yet
surprisingly, very little is known about this country and the role it has played in
shaping the destiny of the Middle East. In The Truth about Syria, Middle East expert
Barry Rubin looks at the critical issues that have made the country the powderkeg
of the Middle East and offers an insightful analysis of the effects of recent
developments.

In the Lion's Den
In 2011, Syrians took to the streets to demand the overthrow of the regime of
Bashar al-Assad. Today, much of Syria has become a war-zone where foreign
journalists find it almost impossible to go. Burning Country explores the reality of
life in present-day Syria. Drawn from over fifteen years of work with the people of
Syria, it reveals the stories of opposition fighters, exiles lost in an archipelago of
refugee camps, and many others. Examining new grassroots revolutionary
Page 25/40

Download Ebook Washingtons Long War On Syria
organisations, the rise of ISIS and Islamism, and the emergence of the worst
refugee crisis since World War Two, Burning Country is a vivid account of a modernday political and humanitarian nightmare. -- from back cover.

A Disappearance in Damascus
"Speak softly and carry a big stick" Theodore Roosevelt famously said in 1901,
when the United States was emerging as a great power. It was the right sentiment,
perhaps, in an age of imperial rivalry but today many Americans doubt the utility of
their global military presence, thinking it outdated, unnecessary or even
dangerous. In The Big Stick, Eliot A. Cohen-a scholar and practitioner of
international relations-disagrees. He argues that hard power remains essential for
American foreign policy. While acknowledging that the US must be careful about
why, when, and how it uses force, he insists that its international role is as critical
as ever, and armed force is vital to that role. Cohen explains that American leaders
must learn to use hard power in new ways and for new circumstances. The rise of a
well-armed China, Russia's conquest of Crimea and eastern Ukraine, nuclear
threats from North Korea and Iran, and the spread of radical Islamist movements
like ISIS are some of the key threats to global peace. If the United States
relinquishes its position as a strong but prudent military power, and fails to accept
its role as the guardian of a stable world order we run the risk of unleashing
disorder, violence and tyranny on a scale not seen since the 1930s. The US is still,
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as Madeleine Albright once dubbed it, "the indispensable nation."

Inheriting Syria
On April 29, 2011, the first Syrian refugees crossed the border into Turkey. Two
years later, the country hosts some 600,000 Syrian refugees—200,000 of them
living in 21 refugee camps with an additional 400,000 living outside of the camps
(see charts 1 and 2 below). These estimates, reported by both the Turkish
government and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
are conservative. Indeed, officials working directly with refugees on the ground
suggest that the number living outside of the camps may be as high as 800,000.
These numbers are increasing: according to United Nations (UN) estimates, Turkey
will be home to one million Syrians by the end of 2013. Syrians have fled to Turkey
in search of safety from a horrific conflict, leaving behind loved ones, jobs and
property. Syrians from all walks of life - doctors and housewives, civil servants and
farmers, the very old and the very young - have poured across the Turkish border.
The Turkish people and the government, mainly through the Prime Ministry’s
Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD), responded generously to
the refugees, offering them sanctuary and hospitality. But as the conflict intensifies
– with no end in sight – and as the resources of the Turkish government and
society are stretched thin, questions arise about the limits of Turkey's hospitality.
The continued deterioration of the situation inside Syria is putting enormous
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pressures on Turkey’s ability to manage the refugee situation within its borders as
well as its capacity to ensure the continued flow of humanitarian assistance into
Syria. This policy brief is based on a joint Brookings-USAK research trip to the
border region by Elizabeth Ferris, Kemal Kirişci, Vittoria Federici, Osman Bahadır
Dinçer, Sema Karaca and Elif Özmenek Çarmıklı and interviews conducted in
Istanbul, Ankara, Gaziantep, Kilis and Hatay. It also draws from a joint BrookingsUSAK seminar held in Ankara on 25 October 2013 which brought together some 45
participants from the Turkish government, civil society, national and international
NGOs, international organizations and academic researchers. The authors hope
that this policy brief will be helpful to both the Turkish government and civil society
organizations and to international actors seeking to aid Syrian refugees and
internally displaced persons (IDPs). The impact of the Syrian refugee influx on
Turkey is significant and deserves more attention from the international
community. Most of all, the authors hope that political solutions are found that will
bring an end to the massive displacement of the Syrian people.

The Map of Salt and Stars
Written as the decade-long Syria conflict nears an end, this is the first book-length
treatment of how the Syrian war has changed international law. In The Syrian
Conflict's Impact on International Law, the authors explain the history of the
current conflict in Syria and discuss the principles and process of customary
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international law formation and the phenomenon of accelerated formation of
customary international law known as Grotian Moments. They then explore specific
examples, including how use of force against ISIS in Syria has changed the law of
self-defense against non-state actors, how the allied airstrikes in response to
Syria's use of chemical weapons have changed the law of humanitarian
intervention, and others. This book seeks to contribute both to understanding the
concept of accelerated formation of customary international law and the specific
ways the Syria conflict has led to development of new norms and principles in
several areas of international law.

The Mobility of Displaced Syrians
“Rania Abouzeid has produced a work of stunning reportage from the very heart of
the conflict, daring to go to the most dangerous places in order to get the story.”
—Dexter Filkins, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Forever War Award-winning
journalist Rania Abouzeid dissects the tangle of ideologies and allegiances that
make up the Syrian conflict through the dramatic stories of four young people
seeking safety and freedom in a shattered country. Hailed by critics, No Turning
Back masterfully “[weaves] together the lives of protestors, victims, and
remorseless killers at the center of this century’s most appalling human tragedy”
(Robert F. Worth). Based on more than five years of fearless, clandestine reporting,
No Turning Back brings readers deep inside Bashar al-Assad’s prisons, to covert
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meetings where foreign states and organizations manipulated the rebels, and to
the highest levels of Islamic militancy and the formation of the Islamic State. An
utterly engrossing human drama full of vivid, indelible characters, No Turning Back
shows how hope can flourish even amid one of the twenty-first century’s greatest
humanitarian disasters. Winner of the Overseas Press Club of America's Cornelius
Ryan Award for the best non-fiction book on international affairs and a finalist for
the Lionel Gelber Prize.

Christian–Muslim Relations in Syria
The Plot to Overthrow Venezuela
An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States
and other nations have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war Most accounts
of Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war focus on a domestic contest that began in
2011 and only later drew foreign nations into the escalating violence. Christopher
Phillips argues instead that the international dimension was never secondary but
that Syria’s war was, from the very start, profoundly influenced by regional factors,
particularly the vacuum created by a perceived decline of U.S. power in the Middle
East. This precipitated a new regional order in which six external protagonists—the
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United States, Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar—have violently
competed for influence, with Syria a key battleground. Drawing on a plethora of
original interviews, Phillips constructs a new narrative of Syria’s war. Without
absolving the brutal Bashar al-Assad regime, the author untangles the key external
factors which explain the acceleration and endurance of the conflict, including the
West’s strategy against ISIS. He concludes with some insights on Syria and the
region's future.

Lessons Encountered
Yassin al-Haj Saleh is a leftist dissident who spent sixteen years as a political
prisoner and now lives in exile. He describes with precision and fervour the events
that led to Syria’s 2011 uprising, the metamorphosis of the popular revolution into
a regional war, and the ‘three monsters’ Saleh sees ‘treading on Syria’s corpse’:
the Assad regime and its allies, ISIS and other jihadists, and Russia and the US.
Where conventional wisdom has it that Assad’s army is now battling religious
fanatics for control of the country, Saleh argues that the emancipatory, democratic
mass movement that ignited the revolution still exists, though it is beset on all
sides. The Impossible Revolution is a powerful, compelling critique of Syria’s
catastrophic war, which has profoundly reshaped the lives of millions of Syrians.
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Inside Syria
LONG-LISTED FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL Reminiscent of the work of Nobel Prize
winner Svetlana Alexievich, an astonishing collection of intimate wartime
testimonies and poetic fragments from a cross-section of Syrians whose lives have
been transformed by revolution, war, and flight. Against the backdrop of the wave
of demonstrations known as the Arab Spring, in 2011 hundreds of thousands of
Syrians took to the streets demanding freedom, democracy and human rights. The
government’s ferocious response, and the refusal of the demonstrators to back
down, sparked a brutal civil war that over the past five years has escalated into the
worst humanitarian catastrophe of our times. Yet despite all the reporting, the
video, and the wrenching photography, the stories of ordinary Syrians remain
unheard, while the stories told about them have been distorted by broad brush
dread and political expediency. This fierce and poignant collection changes that.
Based on interviews with hundreds of displaced Syrians conducted over four years
across the Middle East and Europe, We Crossed a Bridge and It Trembled is a
breathtaking mosaic of first-hand testimonials from the frontlines. Some of the
testimonies are several pages long, eloquent narratives that could stand alone as
short stories; others are only a few sentences, poetic and aphoristic. Together,
they cohere into an unforgettable chronicle that is not only a testament to the
power of storytelling but to the strength of those who face darkness with hope,
courage, and moral conviction.
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Imperialism with Reference to Syria
A Sino-U.S. war could take various, and unintended, paths. Because intense,
reciprocal conventional counterforce attacks could inflict heavy losses and costs on
both sides, leaders need options and channels to contain and terminate fighting.

The Impossible Revolution
Provides a rare glimpse into the machinations of one of the world's most baffling
political systems, examining what has gone wrong and how Washington should
deal with this volatile Middle Eastern nation -- Publisher.

The Consequences of Chaos
An in-depth look at the US threat to "save" Venezuela Since 1999 when Hugo
Chavez became the elected president of Venezuela, the US has been conniving to
overthrow his government and to roll back the Bolivarian Revolution which he
ushered in to Venezuela. With the untimely death of Hugo Chavez in 2013, and the
election of Nicolas Maduro that followed, the US redoubled its efforts to overturn
this revolution. The US is now threatening to intervene militarily to bring about the
regime change it has wanted for twenty years. While we have been told that the
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US’s efforts to overthrow Chavez and Maduro are motivated by altruistic goals of
advancing the interests of democracy and human rights in Venezuela, is this true?
The Plot to Overthrow Venezuela answers this question with a resounding “no,”
demonstrating that: The US’s interests in Venezuela have always centered upon
one and only one thing: Venezuela’s vast oil reserves; The US has happily
supported one repressive regime after another in Venezuela to protect its oil
interests; Chavez and Maduro are not the “tyrants” we have been led to believe
they are, but in fact have done much to advance the interests of democracy and
economic equality in Venezuela; What the US and the Venezuelan opposition
resent most is the fact that Chavez and Maduro have governed in the interest of
Venezuela’s vast numbers of poor and oppressed racial groups; While the US
claims that it is has the humanitarian interests of the Venezuelan people at heart,
the fact is that the US has been waging a one-sided economic war against
Venezuela which has greatly undermined the health and living conditions of
Venezuelans; The opposition forces the US is attempting to put into power
represent Venezuela’s oligarchy who want to place Venezuela’s oil revenues back
in the hands of Venezuela’s economic elite as well as US oil companies. The battle
for Venezuela which is now being waged will determine the fate of all of Latin
America for many years to come. The Plot to Overthrow Venezuela lets readers
know what is at stake in this struggle and urges readers to reconsider which side
they are on.
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The Truth about Syria
A clear-eyed account of learning how to lead in a chaotic world, by General Jim
Mattis--the former Secretary of Defense and one of the most formidable strategic
thinkers of our time--and Bing West, a former assistant secretary of defense and
combat Marine. Call Sign Chaos is the account of Jim Mattis's storied career, from
wide-ranging leadership roles in three wars to ultimately commanding a quarter of
a million troops across the Middle East. Along the way, Mattis recounts his
foundational experiences as a leader, extracting the lessons he has learned about
the nature of warfighting and peacemaking, the importance of allies, and the
strategic dilemmas--and short-sighted thinking--now facing our nation. He makes it
clear why America must return to a strategic footing so as not to continue winning
battles but fighting inconclusive wars. Mattis divides his book into three parts:
direct leadership, executive leadership, and strategic leadership. In the first part,
Mattis recalls his early experiences leading Marines into battle, when he knew his
troops as well as his own brothers. In the second part, he explores what it means
to command thousands of troops and how to adapt your leadership style to ensure
your intent is understood by your most junior troops so that they can own their
mission. In the third part, Mattis describes the challenges and techniques of
leadership at the strategic level, where military leaders reconcile war's grim
realities with political leaders' human aspirations, where complexity reigns and the
consequences of imprudence are severe, even catastrophic. Call Sign Chaos is a
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memoir of lifelong learning, following along as Mattis rises from Marine recruit to
four-star general. It is a journey learning to lead and a story about how he, through
constant study and action, developed a unique leadership philosophy--one relevant
to us all.

Towards A Westphalia for the Middle East
A major theoretical statement by a distinguished political scholar explains why a
policy of liberal hegemony is doomed to fail In this major statement, the renowned
international-relations scholar John Mearsheimer argues that liberal hegemony, the
foreign policy pursued by the United States since the Cold War ended, is doomed
to fail. It makes far more sense, he maintains, for Washington to adopt a more
restrained foreign policy based on a sound understanding of how nationalism and
realism constrain great powers abroad. It is widely believed in the West that the
United States should spread liberal democracy across the world, foster an open
international economy, and build institutions. This policy of remaking the world in
America’s image is supposed to protect human rights, promote peace, and make
the world safe for democracy. But this is not what has happened. Instead, the
United States has ended up as a highly militarized state fighting wars that
undermine peace, harm human rights, and threaten liberal values at home.
Mearsheimer tells us why this has happened.
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Man of Fantasy
Winner of the Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction Winner of the
Freedom to Read Award Winner of the Hubert Evans Prize In the midst of an
unfolding international crisis, renowned journalist Deborah Campbell finds herself
swept up in the mysterious disappearance of Ahlam, her guide and friend.
Campbell’s frank, personal account of a journey through fear and the triumph of
friendship and courage is as riveting as it is illuminating. The story begins in 2007,
when Deborah Campbell travels undercover to Damascus to report on the exodus
of Iraqis into Syria, following the overthrow of Saddam Hussein. There she meets
and hires Ahlam, a refugee working as a “fixer”—providing Western media with
trustworthy information and contacts to help get the news out. Ahlam has fled her
home in Iraq after being kidnapped while running a humanitarian center. She
supports her husband and two children while working to set up a makeshift school
for displaced girls. Strong and charismatic, she has become an unofficial leader of
the refugee community. Campbell is inspired by Ahlam’s determination to create
something good amid so much suffering, and the two women become close
friends. But one morning, Ahlam is seized from her home in front of Campbell’s
eyes. Haunted by the prospect that their work together has led to her friend’s
arrest, Campbell spends the months that follow desperately trying to find
Ahlam—all the while fearing she could be next. The compelling story of two women
caught up in the shadowy politics behind today’s most searing conflict, A
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Disappearance in Damascus reminds us of the courage of those who risk their lives
to bring us the world’s news.

Patriots, Traitors and Empires
The war in Syria, now in its eighth year, continues to take its toll on the Syrian
people. More than half of the population of Syria remains displaced; 5.6 million
persons are registered as refugees outside of the country and another 6.2 million
are displaced within Syria's borders. The internally displaced persons include 2
million school-age children; of these, less than half attend school. Another 739,000
Syrian children are out of school in the five neighborhood countries that host
Syria's refugees. The loss of human capital is staggering, and it will create
permanent hardships for generations of Syrians going forward. Despite the tragic
prospects for renewed fighting in certain parts of the country, an overall reduction
in armed conflict is possible going forward. However, international experience
shows that the absence of fighting is rarely a singular trigger for the return of
displaced people. Numerous other factors—including improved security and
socioeconomic conditions in origin states, access to property and assets, the
availability of key services, and restitution in home areas—play important roles in
shaping the scale and composition of the returns. Overall, refugees have their own
calculus of return that considers all of these factors and assesses available options.
The Mobility of Displaced Syrians: An Economic and Social Analysis sheds light on
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the 'mobility calculus' of Syrian refugees. While dismissing any policies that imply
wrongful practices involving forced repatriation, the study analyzes factors that
may be considered by refugees in their own decisions to relocate. It provides a
conceptual framework, supported by data and analysis, to facilitate an impartial
conversation about refugees and their mobility choices. It also explores the
diversified policy toolkit that the international community has available—and the
most effective ways in which the toolkit can be adapted—to maximize the wellbeing of refugees, host countries, and the people in Syria.
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