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Our American Government textbook adheres to the scope and sequence of
introductory American government courses nationwide. We have endeavored to
make the workings of American Government interesting and accessible to students
while maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the subject at the
college level. With this objective in mind, the content of this textbook has been
developed and arranged to provide a logical progression from the fundamental
principles of institutional design at the founding, to avenues of political
participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute
American government. The book builds upon what students have already learned
and emphasizes connections between topics as well as between theory and
applications. The goal of each section is to enable students not just to recognize
concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be useful in later courses, future
careers, and as engaged citizens. The organization and pedagogical features were
developed and vetted with feedback from American government instructors
dedicated to the project.

Public Spirit in the Thrift Tragedy
Important topics like Simple Eigen Value Problems, Determination of Particular
Integrals by the method of undetermined coefficients and by tghe method of
variation of parameters have been included in the book.
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From Sundials to Atomic Clocks
From the author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning Arab and Jew, an intimate portrait
unfolds of working American families struggling against insurmountable odds to
escape poverty. As David K. Shipler makes clear in this powerful, humane study,
the invisible poor are engaged in the activity most respected in American
ideology—hard, honest work. But their version of the American Dream is a
nightmare: low-paying, dead-end jobs; the profound failure of government to
improve upon decaying housing, health care, and education; the failure of families
to break the patterns of child abuse and substance abuse. Shipler exposes the
interlocking problems by taking us into the sorrowful, infuriating, courageous lives
of the poor—white and black, Asian and Latino, citizens and immigrants. We
encounter them every day, for they do jobs essential to the American economy.
This impassioned book not only dissects the problems, but makes pointed,
informed recommendations for change. It is a book that stands to make a
difference.

Algebra 1/2
Contents: (1) Results of the Invest.; (2) SEC Review of 2000 and 2001 Markopolos
Complaints: (3) SEC 2004 OCIE Cause Exam. of Madoff; (4) SEC 2005 NERO Exam.
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of Madoff; (5) SEC 2006 Invest. of Markopolos Complaint; (6) Effect of Madoff¿s
Stature and Reputation on SEC Exam.; (7) Allegations of Conflict of Interest from
the Relationship between Eric Swanson and Shana Madoff; (8) Private Entities¿ Due
Diligence Efforts Revealed Suspicious Activity about Madoff¿s Operations; (9)
Potential Investors Relied upon the Fact That the SEC had Examined and
Investigated Madoff in Making Decisions to Invest with Him; (10) Additional
Complaints Received by the SEC re: Madoff; (11) Additional Exam. and Inspect. of
Madoff¿s Firms by the SEC.

War and Peace
Surveys the history of educational testing in the United States, and discusses the
ideas, the people, and the politics behind the system.

American Government
An irreverent and accessible explanation of challenging puzzles within the world of
mathematics considers such topics as the link between a pineapple's spirals and
the famous Fibonacci numbers, the shape of the universe as reflected by a twisted
strip of paper, and the parallels between the Lincoln and Kennedy assassinations.
50,000 first printing.
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Rigor Mortis
The Heart of Mathematics: An invitation to effective thinking --now in its second
edition--succeeds at reaching non-math, non-science-oriented readers and
encourages them to discover the mathematics inherent in the world around them.
Infused throughout with the authors' humor and enthusiasm, The Heart of
Mathematics introduces readers to the most important and interesting ideas in
mathematics while inspiring them to actively engage in mathematical thinking.

Psychological First Aid
A passionate defense of the humanities from one of today's foremost public
intellectuals In this short and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha
Nussbaum makes a passionate case for the importance of the liberal arts at all
levels of education. Historically, the humanities have been central to education
because they have been seen as essential for creating competent democratic
citizens. But recently, Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of education has
gone disturbingly awry in the United States and abroad. We increasingly treat
education as though its primary goal were to teach students to be economically
productive rather than to think critically and become knowledgeable, productive,
and empathetic individuals. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills has eroded
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our ability to criticize authority, reduced our sympathy with the marginalized and
different, and damaged our competence to deal with complex global problems.
And the loss of these basic capacities jeopardizes the health of democracies and
the hope of a decent world. In response to this dire situation, Nussbaum argues
that we must resist efforts to reduce education to a tool of the gross national
product. Rather, we must work to reconnect education to the humanities in order
to give students the capacity to be true democratic citizens of their countries and
the world. In a new preface, Nussbaum explores the current state of humanistic
education globally and shows why the crisis of the humanities has far from abated.
Translated into over twenty languages, Not for Profit draws on the stories of
troubling—and hopeful—global educational developments. Nussbaum offers a
manifesto that should be a rallying cry for anyone who cares about the deepest
purposes of education.

Achieving High Educational Standards for All
A history of the attempts to test the predictions of Newtonian Gravity, describing in
detail recent experimental efforts to verify both the inverse-square law and the
Equivalence Principle. Interest in these questions has increased in recent years, as
it has become recognised that deviations from Newtonian gravity could be a signal
for a new fundamental force in nature. This is the first book devoted entirely to this
subject, and will thus be useful to both graduate students and researchers
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interested in this field. It describes the ideas that underlie searches for such
deviations, focusing on macroscopic tests. A comprehensive bibliography of some
450 entries supplements the text.

Judgment Misguided
People often follow intuitive principles of decision making, ranging from group
loyalty to the belief that nature is benign. But instead of using these principles as
rules of thumb, we often treat them as absolutes and ignore the consequences of
following them blindly. In Judgment Misguided, Jonathan Baron explores our wellmeant and deeply felt personal intuitions about what is right and wrong, and how
they affect the public domain. Baron argues that when these intuitions are valued
in their own right, rather than as a means to another end, they often prevent us
from achieving the results we want. Focusing on cases where our intuitive
principles take over public decision making, the book examines some of our most
common intuitions and the ways they can be misused. According to Baron, we can
avoid these problems by paying more attention to the effects of our decisions.
Written in a accessible style, the book is filled with compelling case studies, such
as abortion, nuclear power, immigration, and the decline of the Atlantic fishery,
among others, which illustrate a range of intuitions and how they impede the
public's best interests. Judgment Misguided will be important reading for those
involved in public decision making, and researchers and students in psychology
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and the social sciences, as well as everyone looking for insight into the decisions
that affect us all.

The Tides of Reform
51 Imperfect Solutions
CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed
commitment to the world’s most valuable educational tradition. The liberal arts are
under attack. The governors of Florida, Texas, and North Carolina have all pledged
that they will not spend taxpayer money subsidizing the liberal arts, and they seem
to have an unlikely ally in President Obama. While at a General Electric plant in
early 2014, Obama remarked, "I promise you, folks can make a lot more,
potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might with an art
history degree." These messages are hitting home: majors like English and history,
once very popular and highly respected, are in steep decline. "I get it," writes
Fareed Zakaria, recalling the atmosphere in India where he grew up, which was
even more obsessed with getting a skills-based education. However, the CNN host
and best-selling author explains why this widely held view is mistaken and
shortsighted. Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts
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education—how to write clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to
think analytically. He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head. American
routine manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific
vocational knowledge is often outdated within a few years. Engineering is a great
profession, but key value-added skills you will also need are creativity, lateral
thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more than anything, the ability
to continually learn and enjoy learning—precisely the gifts of a liberal education.
Zakaria argues that technology is transforming education, opening up access to
the best courses and classes in a vast variety of subjects for millions around the
world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of the idea of a liberal
education in human history.

Thinkwell's Biology
An Introduction To Differential Equations
"Often called the greatest novel ever written, it deals with Russia's defense against
Napoleon's invading army. It is said the entire range of human experience finds
expression in this masterwork"--Provided by publisher.
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The American Republic
Physics
Investigation of Failure of the SEC to Uncover Bernard Madoff's
Ponzi Scheme [electronic Resource]
This manual is designed to orient helpers to offer psychological first aid (PFA) to
people following a serious crisis event. PFA involves humane, supportive and
practical assistance for people who are distressed, in ways that respect their
dignity, culture and abilities. The instructions and materials in this manual are for a
half-day orientation (4 hours excluding breaks) to prepare helpers to support
people recently affected by very stressful events. If you have more time available
for the orientation, extra activities and slides are included in text boxes to deliver a
full day orientation (five and a half hours excluding breaks). Where possible, one
should organize full day orientations to allow for deeper learning.It is important to
adapt the orientation and materials to the local culture, language and context, and
to the likely kinds of crisis situations in which your participants would be helping.
This facilitator's manual is to be used together with "Psychological First Aid: Guide
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for Field Workers.

Coincidences, Chaos, and All that Math Jazz
What are our obligations to others as people in a free society? Should government
tax the rich to help the poor? Is the free market fair? Is it sometimes wrong to tell
the truth? Is killing sometimes morally required? Is it possible, or desirable, to
legislate morality? Do individual rights and the common good conflict? Michael J.
Sandel's "Justice" course is one of the most popular and influential at Harvard. Up
to a thousand students pack the campus theater to hear Sandel relate the big
questions of political philosophy to the most vexing issues of the day, and this fall,
public television will air a series based on the course. Justice offers readers the
same exhilarating journey that captivates Harvard students. This book is a
searching, lyrical exploration of the meaning of justice, one that invites readers of
all political persuasions to consider familiar controversies in fresh and illuminating
ways. Affirmative action, same-sex marriage, physician-assisted suicide, abortion,
national service, patriotism and dissent, the moral limits of markets—Sandel
dramatizes the challenge of thinking through these con?icts, and shows how a
surer grasp of philosophy can help us make sense of politics, morality, and our own
convictions as well. Justice is lively, thought-provoking, and wise—an essential new
addition to the small shelf of books that speak convincingly to the hard questions
of our civic life.
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The Software Encyclopedia
Clear and accessible introduction to the concept of time examines measurement,
historic timekeeping methods, uses of time information, role of time in science and
technology, and much more. Over 300 illustrations.

Sex and the Gender Revolution, Volume 1
When we think of constitutional law, we invariably think of the United States
Supreme Court and the federal court system. Yet much of our constitutional law is
not made at the federal level. In 51 Imperfect Solutions, U.S. Court of Appeals
Judge Jeffrey S. Sutton argues that American Constitutional Law should account for
the role of the state courts and state constitutions, together with the federal courts
and the federal constitution, in protecting individual liberties. The book tells four
stories that arise in four different areas of constitutional law: equal protection;
criminal procedure; privacy; and free speech and free exercise of religion.
Traditional accounts of these bedrock debates about the relationship of the
individual to the state focus on decisions of the United States Supreme Court. But
these explanations tell just part of the story. The book corrects this omission by
looking at each issue-and some others as well-through the lens of many
constitutions, not one constitution; of many courts, not one court; and of all
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American judges, not federal or state judges. Taken together, the stories reveal a
remarkably complex, nuanced, ever-changing federalist system, one that ought to
make lawyers and litigants pause before reflexively assuming that the United
States Supreme Court alone has all of the answers to the most vexing
constitutional questions. If there is a central conviction of the book, it's that an
underappreciation of state constitutional law has hurt state and federal law and
has undermined the appropriate balance between state and federal courts in
protecting individual liberty. In trying to correct this imbalance, the book also
offers several ideas for reform.

Geometry
"A rewarding read for anyone who wants to know the unvarnished truth about how
science really gets done."--Financial Times American taxpayers spend $30 billion
annually funding biomedical research, but over half of these studies can't be
replicated due to poor experimental design, improper methods, and sloppy
statistics. Bad science doesn't just hold back medical progress, it can sign the
equivalent of a death sentence for terminal patients. In Rigor Mortis, Richard Harris
explores these urgent issues with vivid anecdotes, personal stories, and interviews
with the top biomedical researchers. We need to fix our dysfunctional biomedical
system--before it's too late.
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Thinkwell's College Algebra
Physics is equally appropriate for average and gifted students. The entire program
is based on introducing a topic to a student and then allowing them to build upon
that concept as they learn new ones. Topics are gradually increased in complexity
and practiced every day, providing the time required for concepts to become
totally familiar. Includes: Student Textbook (Hardcover) 100 Lessons Appendix with
selected tables Periodic Table of the Elements Answers to odd-numbered problems
Homeschool Packet With Test Forms 25 Test Forms for homeschooling Answer Key
to odd-numbered Textbook Problem Sets Answer Key to all homeschool Tests

Among The Dead Cities
Justice
This isn't the time to Blink. It's time to THINK! -- before it's too late. Outraged by
the downward spiral of American intellect and culture, Michael R. LeGault offers
the flip side of Malcolm Gladwell's bestselling phenomenon, Blink, which theorized
that our best decision-making is done on impulse, without factual knowledge or
critical analysis. If bestselling books are advising us to not think, LeGault argues, it
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comes as no surprise that sharp, incisive reasoning has become a lost art in the
daily life of Americans. Somewhere along the line, the Age of Reason morphed into
the Age of Emotion; this systemic erosion is costing time, money, jobs, and lives in
the twenty-first century, leading to less fulfillment and growing dysfunction.
LeGault provides a bold, controversial, and objective analysis of the causes and
solutions for: • the erosion of growth and market share at many established
American companies, big and small, which appear to have less chance of achieving
the dynamic expansion of the past • permissive parenting and low standards that
have caused an academic crisis among our children -- body weights rise while
grades plummet • America's growing political polarization, which is a result of our
reluctance to think outside our comfort zone • faulty planning and failure to act on
information at all levels that has led to preventable disasters, such as the
Hurricane Katrina meltdown • a culture of image and instant gratification, fed by
reality shows and computer games, that has rendered curiosity of the mind and
spirit all but obsolete • stress, aversion to taking risks, and therapy that are
replacing the traditional American "can do" mind-set. Far from perpetuating the
stereotype of the complacent American, LeGault's no-holds-barred analysis asks
more of us than any other societal overview: America can fulfill its greatest
potential starting today, and we need smart teachers, smart health care workers,
smart sales representatives, smart students, smart mechanics, and smart leaders
to make it happen. Now is the time to THINK! -- because a mind truly is a terrible
thing to waste.
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Bill Moyers Journal
This book outlines Franklin Roosevelt's White House staff organization.

Welfare Magnets
A revolution in gender relations occurred in London around 1700, resulting in a
sexual system that endured in many aspects until the sexual revolution of the
1960s. For the first time in European history, there emerged three genders: men,
women, and a third gender of adult effeminate sodomites, or homosexuals. This
third gender had radical consequences for the sexual lives of most men and
women since it promoted an opposing ideal of exclusive heterosexuality. In Sex
and the Gender Revolution, Randolph Trumbach reconstructs the worlds of
eighteenth-century prostitution, illegitimacy, sexual violence, and adultery. In
those worlds the majority of men became heterosexuals by avoiding sodomy and
sodomite behavior. As men defined themselves more and more as heterosexuals,
women generally experienced the new male heterosexuality as its victims. But
women—as prostitutes, seduced servants, remarrying widows, and adulterous
wives— also pursued passion. The seamy sexual underworld of extramarital
behavior was central not only to the sexual lives of men and women, but to the
very existence of marriage, the family, domesticity, and romantic love. London
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emerges as not only a geographical site but as an actor in its own right, mapping
out domains where patriarchy, heterosexuality, domesticity, and female resistance
take vivid form in our imaginations and senses. As comprehensive and
authoritative as it is eloquent and provocative, this book will become an
indispensable study for social and cultural historians and delightful reading for
anyone interested in taking a close look at sex and gender in eighteenth-century
London.

The Search for Non-Newtonian Gravity
An aging judge about to step down. Aggressive prosecutors friendly with the judge.
A disgraced president. A nation that had already made up its mind. The Watergate
trials were a legal mess—and now, with the discovery of new documents that
reveal shocking misconduct by prosecutors and judges alike, former Nixon staffer
Geoff Shepard has a convincing case that the wrongdoing of these history-making
trials was actually a bigger scandal than the Watergate scandal itself.

The Real Watergate Scandal
In Defense of a Liberal Education
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The Big Test
Many reference works offer compilations of critical documents covering individual
liberty, local autonomy, constitutional order, and other issues that helped to shape
the American political tradition. Yet few of those works are available in a form
suitable for classroom use, and traditional textbooks give short shrift to these
important issues. The American Republic overcomes that knowledge gap by
providing, in a single volume, critical, original documents revealing the character
of American discourse on the nature and importance of local government, the
purposes of federal union, and the role of religion and tradition in forming
America’s drive for liberty. The American Republic is divided into nine sections,
each illustrating major philosophical, cultural, and policy positions at issue during
crucial eras of American development. Readers will find documentary evidence of
the purposes behind European settlement, American response to English acts, the
pervasive role of religion in early American public life, and perspectives in the
debate over independence. Subsequent chapters examine the roots of American
constitutionalism, Federalist and Anti-Federalist arguments concerning the need to
protect common law rights, and the debates over whether the states or the federal
government held final authority in determining the course of public policy in
America. Also included are the discussions regarding disagreements over internal
improvements and other federal measures aimed at binding the nation,
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particularly in the area of commerce. The final section focuses on the political,
cultural, and legal issues leading to the Civil War. Arguments and attempted
compromises regarding slavery, along with laws that helped shape slavery, are
highlighted. The volume ends with the prelude to the Civil War, a natural stoppingoff point for studies of early American history. By bringing together key original
documents and other writings that explain cultural, religious, and historical
concerns, this volume gives students, teachers, and general readers an effective
way to begin examining the diversity of issues and influences that characterize
American history. The result unquestionably leads to a deeper and more thorough
understanding of America's political, institutional, and cultural continuity and
change. Bruce P. Frohnen is Associate Professor of Law at Ohio Northern University
College of Law. He holds a J.D. from the Emory University School of Law and a
Ph.D. in Government from Cornell University. Click here to print or download The
American Republic index.

The Leap of Faith
A new 100th anniversary edition of the only adult book on one of the odder
disasters in US history—and the greed, disregard for poor immigrants, and lack of
safety standards that led to it. Around noon on January 15, 1919, a group of
firefighters were playing cards in Boston’s North End when they heard a
tremendous crash. It was like roaring surf, one of them said later. Like a runaway
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two-horse team smashing through a fence, said another. A third firefighter jumped
up from his chair to look out a window—“Oh my God!” he shouted to the other
men, “Run!” A 50-foot-tall steel tank filled with 2.3 million gallons of molasses had
just collapsed on Boston’s waterfront, disgorging its contents as a 15-foot-high
wave of molasses that at its outset traveled at 35 miles an hour. It demolished
wooden homes, even the brick fire station. The number of dead wasn’t known for
days. It would be years before a landmark court battle determined who was
responsible for the disaster.

The Working Poor
This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as
a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations. Why are
citizens in some countries more willing to pay taxes than in other countries? This
book examines the history of the relationship between citizens and their states in
five countries, (Sweden, Britain, Italy, Romania, and the United States), and
demonstrates how and why people in in some countries have come to trust the
government with their money while in other countries they do not. The book
explores the evolution of this relationship in detail, in each case showing how some
governments developed the fiscal and technical capacity to tax their citizens fairly
and deliver public services efficiently. In short, how and why some countries
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became more trustworthy than others. The volume concludes by examining the
implications of these five cases for developing countries today and the lessons that
can be learned.

Geometry
During the past fifty years, the Congresses and presidents of the United States
have made many efforts to improve the performance of the federal government. In
this book, a leading expert in public management examines the most important
reform statutes passed and concludes that the problem is not too little reform but
too much. Paul Light explains that Congress and the presidency have never
decided whether they trust government and its employees to do their jobs well,
and so they have moved back and forth over the decades between four reform
philosophies: scientific management, war on waste, watchful eye, and liberation
management. These four philosophies, argues Light, operate with different goals,
implementation strategies, and impacts. Yet reform initiatives draw on one or
another of them almost at random, often canceling out the potential benefits of a
particular statute by passing a contradictory statute soon afterward. Light shows
that as the public has become increasingly distrustful of government, the reform
agenda has favored the war on waste and watchful eye. He analyzes the
consequences of these changes for the overall performance of government and
offers policy recommendations for future reform approaches.
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Think!
The Council, with help from the US Department of Education, held the Millennium
Convention in Washington, DC in September 2000. It gathered educators,
researchers, and policy makers at the national, state, and local levels to assess
success and failure in educating minority and disadvantaged students since the
Brown vs, Board of Education decision nearly a half century before, report on
research into the causes of the successes and failures, and review strategies and
practices that hold promise for continuing improvements. There is no index.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.

Dark Tide
In Among the Dead Cities, the acclaimed philosopher A. C. Grayling asks the
provocative question, how would the Allies have fared if judged by the standards of
the Nuremberg Trials? Arguing persuasively that the victor nations have never had
to consider the morality of their policies during World War II, he offers a powerful,
moral re-examination of the Allied bombing campaigns against civilians in
Germany and Japan, in the light of principles enshrined in the post-war conventions
on human rights and the laws of war. Grayling begins by narrating the Royal Air
Force's and U. S. Army Air Force's dramatic and dangerous missions over Germany
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and Japan between 1942 and 1945. Through the eyes of survivors, he describes
the terrifying experience on the ground as bombs created inferno and devastation
among often-unprepared men, women, and children. He examines the mindset and
thought-process of those who planned the campaigns in the heat and pressure of
war, and faced with a ruthless enemy. Grayling chronicles the voices that, though
in the minority, loudly opposed attacks on civilians, exploring in detail whether the
bombings ever achieved their goal of denting the will to wage war. Based on the
facts and evidence, he makes a meticulous case for, and one against, civilian
bombing, and only then offers his own judgment. Acknowledging that they in no
way equated to the death and destruction for which Nazi and Japanese aggression
was responsible, he nonetheless concludes that the bombing campaigns were
morally indefensible, and more, that accepting responsibility, even six decades
later, is both a historical necessity and a moral imperative.

Listening to People
A companion volume to the Emmy Award–winning PBS® series—interviews with
“an essential voice in our national conversation” (Brian Williams, MSNBC anchor).
This “provocative” and “absorbing” (Star Tribune) companion book to Bill Moyer’s
acclaimed PBS series invites readers into conversations with some of the most
captivating voices on the scene today, in what Kirkus Reviews calls “a glittering
array of discussions.” From Jon Stewart on politics and media to Michael Pollan on
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food, The Wire creator David Simon on the mean streets of our cities, James Cone
and Shelby Steele on race in the age of Obama, Robert Bly and Nikki Giovanni on
the power of poetry, Barbara Ehrenreich on the hard times of working Americans,
and Karen Armstrong on faith and compassion, Moyer’s own intelligence and
insight match that of his guests and their discussions animate many of the most
salient issues of our time. With extensive commentary from Moyers, marked by his
customary “respect, intelligence, curiosity, humor, and graciousness,” here are the
debates; cultural currents; and, above all, lively minds that shape the conversation
of democracy (Booklist). “In an era of much instant and ephemeral talk, it is a
pleasurable thing to hold this ‘book of ideas.’” —Publishers Weekly “[Moyers] has
always been about something beyond the moment. Or put another way, while
everyone else in the media has been exploring topography, Moyers has been
exploring geology.” —Los Angeles Times

The Heart of Mathematics
Educators know it's important to get students to engage in "higher-order thinking."
But what does higher-order thinking actually look like? And how can K-12
classroom teachers assess it across the disciplines? Author, consultant, and former
classroom teacher Susan M. Brookhart answers these questions and more in this
straightforward, practical guide to assessment that can help teachers determine if
students are actually displaying the kind of complex thinking that current content
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standards emphasize. Brookhart begins by laying out principles for assessment in
general and for assessment of higher-order thinking in particular. She then defines
and describes aspects of higher-order thinking according to the categories
established in leading taxonomies, giving specific guidance on how to assess
students in the following areas: * Analysis, evaluation, and creation * Logic and
reasoning * Judgment * Problem solving * Creativity and creative thinking
Examples drawn from the National Assessment of Educational Progress and from
actual classroom teachers include multiple-choice items, constructed-response
(essay) items, and performance assessment tasks. Readers will learn how to use
formative assessment to improve student work and then use summative
assessment for grading or scoring. Aimed at elementary, middle, and high school
teachers in all subject areas, How to Assess Higher-Order Thinking Skills in Your
Classroom provides essential background, sound advice, and thoughtful insight
into an area of increasing importance for the success of students in the
classroom--and in life.

How to Assess Higher-order Thinking Skills in Your Classroom
Winner of the Harold Lasswell Award of the American Political Science Association
The FSFIC failed spectacularly during the 1980s, costing taxpayers an estimated
$200 billion. In this award-winning analysis, Rom examines the political causes of
this “thrift tragedy.” He directly confronts-and rejects-the dominant scholarly
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“public choice” view that public officials were motivated mainly be self-interest.
Instead, Rom argues that politicians and bureaucrats generally acted in the “public
spirit” by attempting to obtain the common interest as they saw it. Using new
evidence and innovative methods, Rom demonstrates that FSLIC's failure unfolded
because of commitments that officials had made in the past and their uncertainties
about how to fulfill these obligations in the future.

Algebra 2 Common Core
"The best way of handling the question of how much to give the poor, politicians
have discovered, is to avoid doing anything about it at all," note Paul Peterson and
Mark Rom. The issue of the minimum people need in order to live decently is so
difficult that Congress has left this crucial question to the states—even though the
federal government foots three-fourths of the bill for about 15 million Americans
who receive cash and food stamp benefits. The states differ widely in their
assessment of what a family needs to meet a reasonable standard of living, and
the interstate differences in welfare benefits cannot be explained by variations in
wage levels or costs of living. The states with higher welfare benefits act as
magnets by attracting or retaining poor people. In the competition to avoid
becoming welfare havens, states have cut welfare benefits in real dollars by more
than one-third since 1970. The authors propose the establishment of a minimum
federal welfare standard, which would both reduce the interstate variation in
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welfare benefits and stem their overall decline. Peterson and Rom develop their
argument in four steps. First they show how the politics of welfare magnets works
in a case study of policymaking in Wisconsin. Second, they present their analysis of
the overall magnet effect in American state politics, finding evidence that states
with high welfare benefits experiencing disproportionate growth in their poverty
rates make deeper welfare cuts. Third, they describe the process by which the
current system came into being, identifying the reform efforts and political crises
that have contributed to the centralization of welfare policy as well as the regional,
partisan, and group interests that have resisted these changes. Finally, the authors
propose a practical step that can go a long way toward achieving a national
welfare standard; then assess it's cost, benefits, and political feasibility.
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