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Medical Ethics in the Ancient World
The idea of reviewing the ethical concerns of ancient medicine with an eye as to how they might instruct us about the
extremely lively disputes of our own contemporary medicine is such a natural one that it surprises us to real ize how very
slow we have been to pursue it in a sustained way_ Ideologues have often seized on the very name of Hippocrates to close
off debate about such matters as abortion and euthanasia - as if by appeal to a well-known and sacred authority that no
informed person would care or dare to oppose_ And yet, beneath the polite fakery of such reference, we have deprived our
selves of a familiarity with the genuinely 'unsimple' variety of Greek and Roman reflections on the great questions of
medical ethics. The fascination of recovering those views surely depends on one stunning truism at least: humans sicken
and die; they must be cared for by those who are socially endorsed to specialize in the task; and the changes in the rounds
of human life are so much the same from ancient times to our own that the disputes and agreements of the past are
remarkably similar to those of our own.

The Terror
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British
surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance and bound together by a preternatural
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connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal,
medicine and ordinary miracles—and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.

Oath Betrayed
Hippocrates of Cos II or Hippokrates of Kos (ca. 460 BC - ca. 370 BC) was an ancient Greek physician of the Age of Pericles,
and was considered one of the most outstanding figures in the history of medicine. He is referred to as the "father of
medicine" in recognition of his lasting contributions to the field as the founder of the Hippocratic school of medicine. This
intellectual school revolutionized medicine in ancient Greece, establishing it as a discipline distinct from other fields that it
had traditionally been associated with (notably theurgy and philosophy), thus making medicine a profession. However, the
achievements of the writers of the Corpus, the practitioners of Hippocratic medicine, and the actions of Hippocrates himself
are often commingled; thus very little is known about what Hippocrates actually thought, wrote, and did. Nevertheless,
Hippocrates is commonly portrayed as the paragon of the ancient physician. In particular, he is credited with greatly
advancing the systematic study of clinical medicine, summing up the medical knowledge of previous schools, and
prescribing practices for physicians through the Hippocratic Oath and other works.

Cross-cultural Perspectives in Medical Ethics
Kass shows how the promise and the peril of our time are inextricably linked with the promise and the peril of modern
science. The relation between the pursuit of knowledge and the conduct of life—between science and ethics, each broadly
conceived—has in recent years been greatly complicated by developments in the science of life. This book examines the
ethical questions involved in prenatal screening, in vitro fertilization, artificial life forms, and medical care, and discusses
the role of human beings in nature.

Hooked
"This, quite simply, is the most devastating and detailed investigation into a question that has remained a no-no in the
current debate on American torture in George Bush's war on terror: the role of military physicians, nurses and other medical
personnel. Dr. Miles writes in a white rage, with great justification—but he lets the facts tell the story."—Seymour M. Hersh
"Steven Miles has written exactly the book we require on medical complicity in torture. His admirable combination of
scholarship and moral passion does great service to the medical profession and to our country."—Robert Jay Lifton, author
of The Nazi Doctors: Medical Killing and the Psychology of Genocide and Home from the War: Vietnam Veterans - Neither
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Victims nor Executioners

Hippocrates' Oath and Asclepius' Snake
Medicine was until recently a greatly respected profession supported by trust and faith on one side and compassion and
care on the other. However, over the years, the relationship between doctors and patients has suffered. Doctors now find
themselves in the news for all the wrong reasons. Labelled as ‘murderers’, ‘knife happy’, ‘organ stealing thieves’ or touts of
pharmaceutical giants, they have now lost respect in the eyes of society. When and how did this happen? When did doctors
go from being ‘Next to God’ to maut ke saudagar, as the media is so fond of labelling them? Hippocratic Oath or Hypocrisy?:
Doctors at Crossroads is the author’s journey as a doctor over three decades, from a young medical student to an
experienced paediatrician. She has used her experience to highlight serious issues—demanding patients, prescribing of
unnecessary investigations, hospitals run like business houses, the role of big pharmaceutical industries and so on from the
point of view of both doctors and patients. The author’s anecdotal style, which includes quotes from her many case studies,
will keep the reader turning the pages eagerly till the end.

Hippocrates
This book explores the controversial relationship between physicians and the pharmaceutical industry, identifies the ethical
tensions and controversies, and proposes numerous reforms both for medicine's own professional integrity and for effective
public regulation of the industry.

Hippocratic Oaths
In this book, the physician and philosopher Raymond Tallis yokes together his diverse intellectual interests to address
important questions about our well-being. In a series of stimulating and impassioned arguments, he establishes the truth
about, among many other things, recent health scares, explains why patients compete for our doctors' and nurses' time;
why the exploding popularity of alternative therapies is actually bad for our health; and how one man's view of the MMR
vaccine influenced a nation. This is the summation of a lifetime's thought and medical practice, by one of Britain's most
original thinkers. It will, quite simply, change for ever the way we think about ourselves and our health.

The Book of Prognostics
When we're ill, we trust in doctors to put our well-being first. But medicine's expanding capability and soaring costs are
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putting this promise at risk. Increasingly, society is calling upon physicians to limit care and to use their skills on behalf of
health plan bureaucrats, public officials, national security, and courts of law. And doctors are answering this call. They're
endangering patients, veiling moral choices behind the language of science and, at times, compromising our liberties. In
The Hippocratic Myth, Dr. M. Gregg Bloche marshals his expertise in medicine and the law to expose how: *Doctors are
pushed into acting both as caregivers and cost-cutters, compromising their fidelity to patients *Politics keeps doctors from
giving war veterans the help they need *Insurers and hospital administrators pressure doctors to discontinue life-saving
treatment, even when patients and family members object *Medicine has become a weapon in America's battles over
abortion, child custody, criminal responsibility, and the rights of gays and lesbians *The war on terror has exploited clinical
psychology to inflict harm Challenging, provocative, and insightful, The Hippocratic Myth breaks the code of silence and
issues a powerful warning about the need for doctors to forge a new compact with patients and society.

AFTER THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH
"Dan Simmons writes with the salty grace and precision of Patrick O'Brian. But in piling supernatural nightmare upon
historical nightmare, layering mystery upon mystery, he has produced a turbocharged vision of popular doom." -Men's
Journal Greeted with excited critical praise, this extraordinary novel-inspired by the true story of two ice ships that
disappeared in the Arctic Circle during an 1845 expedition-swells with the heart-stopping suspense and heroic adventure
that have won Dan Simmons praise as "a writer who not only makes big promises but keeps them" (Seattle PostIntelligencer). THE TERROR chills readers to the core. "Brutal, relentless, yet oddly uplifting, THE TERROR is a masterfully
chilling work." -Entertainment Weekly "In the hands of a lesser writer than Dan Simmons, THE TERROR might well have
dissolved into a series of frigid days and three-dog nights. But Simmons is too good a writer to ignore the real gold in his
story-its beleaguered cast." -Bookpage "Guaranteed to have readers pulling their covers up to their noses, THE TERROR will
make for a blood-freezing, bedtime read this winter-and any season thereafter." -Pages

Medical Ethics in Antiquity
This is a new release of the original 1936 edition.

Contemporary Bioethics
Cutting for Stone
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Hippocratic, Religious, and Secular Medical Ethics
Not since Victor Heiser published in1936 “An American Doctor’s Odyssey,” an account of his life as a horse-and-buggy
doctor, has the story of a medical career—this time shared by physician spouses—been so well told as in this volume by the
Drs. Dunmores. The reader is taken on a journey more exciting than a detective tale as the doctors make their rounds in
their office, in the hospital, and not in-frequently in patient’s homes. A house call, which many people now consider an
unproductive relic of the past, may yield as many clues to the root causes of illness as elaborate testing procedures.
Adopting the tactics of, say Sherlock Holmes and Miss Marple might be the only way to restore a severely depressed patient
to robust health. The Dunsmores worked to forge useful links between academic medicine, with which they kept regularly in
close touch, and the practical aspects of supplying the best possible health care to the public. In their encounter with
patients, other doctors and co-workers, the patient is always the focus of attention at first hand, not through intermediaries,
as so often the case today when practices are managed by business men and the insurers.

The Law, Oath of Hippocrates, on the Surgery, and on the Sacred Disease (Dodo Press)
Hippocrates is a towering figure in Greek medicine. Dubbed the 'father of medicine', he has inspired generations of
physicians over millennia in both the East and West. Despite this, little is known about him, and scholars have long debated
his relationship to the works attributed to him in the so-called 'Hippocratic Corpus', although it is undisputed that many of
the works within it represent milestones in the development of Western medicine. In this Companion, an international team
of authors introduces major themes in Hippocratic studies, ranging from textual criticism and the 'Hippocratic question' to
problems such as aetiology, physiology and nosology. Emphasis is given to the afterlife of Hippocrates from Late Antiquity
to the modern period. Hippocrates had as much relevance in the fifth-century BC Greek world as in the medieval Islamic
world, and he remains with us today in both medical and non-medical contexts.

Hippocrates' On Airs, Waters, and Places and The Hippocratic Oath
Combating Physician Burnout
The reader is given a concept of the life and times when Hippocrates lived. The professions and trades during Hippocrates
time are described as well as the early education of youth in ancient Greece. Medicines were not based on science but on
driving evil spirits from the body. Hippocrates' scientific approach to the study and treatment of disease has deservedly
earned for him the title 'Father of Medicine." He was born on the island of Cos in 460 B.C., and his works remained for
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centuries the foundation of medical and biographical knowledge. In addition, it was Hippocrates' daring approach to the
problems of sickness and disease that drove the opening wedge into the wall of fear that surrounded human ills.
Hippocrates' scrupulous attention to professional ethics is honored even to this day by the medical oath that bears his
name-'The Hippocratic Oath." 'Desperate diseases need desperate remedies." 'One man's meat is another man's
poison"-these well known sayings by Hippocrates were a direct attack on human suffering. Hippocrates also wrote books on
epidemics and stressed the importance of diet in combating them.

Envisioning the Data Science Discipline
This engaging book examines what the Hippocratic Oath meant to Greek physicians 2400 years ago and reflects on its
relevance to medical ethics today. Drawing on the writings of ancient physicians, Greek playwrights, and modern scholars,
each chapter explores one of its passages and concludes with a modern case discussion. The Oath proposes principles
governing the relationship between the physician and society and patients. It rules out the use of poison and a hazardous
abortive technique. It defines integrity and discretion in physicians' speech. The ancient Greek medical works written during
the same period as the Oath reveal that Greek physicians understood that they had a duty to avoid medical errors and
learn from bad outcomes. These works showed how and why to tell patients about their diseases and dire prognoses in
order to develop a partnership for healing and to build the credibility of the profession. Miles uses these writings to
illuminate the meaning of the Oath in its day and in so doing shows how and why it remains a valuable guide to the ethical
practice of medicine. This is a book for anyone who loves medicine and is concerned about the ethics and history of this
profession.

Hippocratic Oath or Hypocrisy?
The need to manage, analyze, and extract knowledge from data is pervasive across industry, government, and academia.
Scientists, engineers, and executives routinely encounter enormous volumes of data, and new techniques and tools are
emerging to create knowledge out of these data, some of them capable of working with real-time streams of data. The
nation's ability to make use of these data depends on the availability of an educated workforce with necessary expertise.
With these new capabilities have come novel ethical challenges regarding the effectiveness and appropriateness of broad
applications of data analyses. The field of data science has emerged to address the proliferation of data and the need to
manage and understand it. Data science is a hybrid of multiple disciplines and skill sets, draws on diverse fields (including
computer science, statistics, and mathematics), encompasses topics in ethics and privacy, and depends on specifics of the
domains to which it is applied. Fueled by the explosion of data, jobs that involve data science have proliferated and an
array of data science programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels have been established. Nevertheless, data
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science is still in its infancy, which suggests the importance of envisioning what the field might look like in the future and
what key steps can be taken now to move data science education in that direction. This study will set forth a vision for the
emerging discipline of data science at the undergraduate level. This interim report lays out some of the information and
comments that the committee has gathered and heard during the first half of its study, offers perspectives on the current
state of data science education, and poses some questions that may shape the way data science education evolves in the
future. The study will conclude in early 2018 with a final report that lays out a vision for future data science education.

Of the Epidemics
The aim of this book is to make Hippocrates' On Airs, Waters and Places and the Hippocratic Oath accessible to
intermediate students of Ancient Greek. The running vocabulary and commentary are meant to provide everything
necessary to read each page. Hippocrates' On Airs, Waters and Places is a great text for intermediate readers. The simple
sentence structure makes it easy to read, while its subject matter, the impact of climate on disease and character, is
interesting for a number of reasons. The presentation falls roughly into two halves, the first detailing various environmental
factors that contribute to specific diseases, the second more ethnographic in its account of the differences between Asians
and Europeans as a function of their environment and customs.

The Hippocratic Myth
Institute of the History of Medicine

Ethical Perspectives
This easy-to-read manual is a succinct discussion of sexual boundary issues for chiropractors and chiropractic students. The
goals of this book are to make chiropractors familiar with sexual boundary issues, to help educators teach students about
the topic, and to provide a resource for members of regulatory boards. Real life examples of ethical boundaries provide the
reader with a clear understanding of issues that may arise.

First, Do No Harm
Each fall, first year medical students recite the traditional Hippocratic Oath, a promise of their commitment to the field of
medicine. This ritual serves to highlight their acceptance of the personal responsibilities expected of them as they begin
their training. At the Keck School of Medicine of USC, students are asked to write their own versions of the Oath. These
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individual oaths offer a deeper reflection on the unique path they will chart for themselves as physicians. Hippocrates
Revisited: A Collection of Personal Student Oaths chronicles the belief, hope and vision of these young student physicians
as they begin their journey. It reflects the diverse narrative that each brings to the face of healing, their callings to medicine
and vows to their new career.

Hippocrates Now
Cross- Cultural Perspectives in Medical Ethics, Second Edition, is an anthology of the latest and best readings on the
medical ethics of as many of the major religious, philosophical, and medical traditions that are available today.

The Cambridge Companion to Hippocrates
On the Sacred Disease
Where should physicians get their ethics? Professional codes such as the Hippocratic Oath claim moral authority for those in
a particular field, yet according to medical ethicist Robert Veatch, these codes have little or nothing to do with how
members of a guild should understand morality or make ethical decisions. While the Hippocratic Oath continues to be cited
by a wide array of professional associations, scholars, and medical students, Veatch contends that the pledge is such an
offensive code of ethics that it should be summarily excised from the profession. What, then, should serve as a basis for
medical morality? Building on his recent contribution to the prestigious Gifford Lectures, Veatch challenges the presumption
that professional groups have the authority to declare codes of ethics for their members. To the contrary, he contends that
role-specific duties must be derived from ethical norms having their foundations outside the profession, in religious and
secular convictions. Further, these ethical norms must be comprehensible to lay people and patients. Veatch argues that
there are some moral norms shared by most human beings that reflect a common morality, and ultimately it is these
generally agreed-upon religious and secular ways of knowing—thus far best exemplified by the 2005 Universal Declaration
on Bioethics and Human Rights—that should underpin the morality of all patient-professional relations in the field of
medicine. Hippocratic, Religious, and Secular Medical Ethics is the magnum opus of one of the most distinguished medical
ethicists of his generation.

The Hippocratic Oath and the Ethics of Medicine
This book is available as open access through the Knowledge Unlatched programme and is available on
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www.bloomsburycollections.com. We need to talk about Hippocrates. Current scholarship attributes none of the works of
the 'Hippocratic corpus' to him, and the ancient biographical traditions of his life are not only late, but also written for their
own promotional purposes. Yet Hippocrates features powerfully in our assumptions about ancient medicine, and our beliefs
about what medicine – and the physician himself – should be. In both orthodox and alternative medicine, he continues to be
a model to be emulated. This book will challenge widespread assumptions about Hippocrates (and, in the process, about
the history of medicine in ancient Greece and beyond) and will also explore the creation of modern myths about the ancient
world. Why do we continue to use Hippocrates, and how are new myths constructed around his name? How do news stories
and the internet contribute to our picture of him? And what can this tell us about wider popular engagements with the
classical world today, in memes, 'quotes' and online?

Hippocrates Revisited: A Collection of Personal Student Oaths (Paperback)
This work is a sampling of the Hippocratic Corpus, a collection of ancient Greek medical works. At the beginning, and
interspersed throughout, there are discussions on the philosophy of being a physician. There is a large section about how to
treat limb fractures, and the section called The Nature of Man describes the physiological theories of the time. The book
ends with a discussion of embryology and a brief anatomical description of the heart.

Beyond the Hippocratic Oath
Where should physicians get their ethics? Professional codes such as the Hippocratic Oath claim moral authority for those in
a particular field, yet according to medical ethicist Robert Veatch, these codes have little or nothing to do with how
members of a guild should understand morality or make ethical decisions. While the Hippocratic Oath continues to be cited
by a wide array of professional associations, scholars, and medical students, Veatch contends that the pledge is such an
offensive code of ethics that it should be summarily excised from the profession. What, then, should serve as a basis for
medical morality? Building on his recent contribution to the prestigious Gifford Lectures, Veatch challenges the presumption
that professional groups have the authority to declare codes of ethics for their members. To the contrary, he contends that
role-specific duties must be derived from ethical norms having their foundations outside the profession, in religious and
secular convictions. Further, these ethical norms must be comprehensible to lay people and patients. Veatch argues that
there are some moral norms shared by most human beings that reflect a common morality, and ultimately it is these
generally agreed-upon religious and secular ways of knowing—thus far best exemplified by the 2005 Universal Declaration
on Bioethics and Human Rights—that should underpin the morality of all patient-professional relations in the field of
medicine. Hippocratic, Religious, and Secular Medical Ethics is the magnum opus of one of the most distinguished medical
ethicists of his generation.
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Hippocratic, Religious, and Secular Medical Ethics
A pioneer in kidney transplantation in Canada in the late 1950s, Dr. John Dossetor was faced with making many ethical
decisions in his ground-breaking research and practice in nephrology so it was with much personal experience that he
embraced the study of medical ethics in his later years. His medical career spans decades of change as modern technology
made possible more complex treatment situations. His observations on his own distinguished career in medicine from his
perspective as a bioethicist are instructive and informative.

Hippocratic Writings
In this book Paul Carrick charts the ancient Greek and Roman foundations of Western medical ethics. Surveying 1500 years
of pre-Christian medical moral history, Carrick applies insights from ancient medical ethics to developments in
contemporary medicine such as advance directives, gene therapy, physician-assisted suicide, abortion, and surrogate
motherhood. He discusses such timeless issues as the social status of the physician; attitudes toward dying and death; and
the relationship of medicine to philosophy, religion, and popular morality. Opinions of a wide range of ancient thinkers are
consulted, including physicians, poets, philosophers, and patients. He also explores the puzzling question of Hippocrates'
identity, analyzing not only the Hippocratic Oath but also the Father of Medicine's lesser-known works. Complete with
chapter discussion questions, illustrations, a map, and appendices of ethical codes, Medical Ethics in the Ancient World will
be useful in courses on the medical humanities, ancient philosophy, bioethics, comparative cultures, and the history of
medicine. Accessible to both professionals and to those with little background in medical philosophy or ancient science,
Carrick's book demonstrates that in the ancient world, as in our own postmodern age, physicians, philosophers, and
patients embraced a diverse array of perspectives on the most fundamental questions of life and death.

Doctors and Ethics
Oath, The doctor's
New from Broadside Books' Voices of the Tea Party. The discussion what role—if any—the government should play in
regulating and dictating the delivery of health care in the United States has become ground zero in the much larger age-old
struggle between statism and individual liberty. Personifying this struggle is the conflict between the big government
schemes of President Barack Obama and the free market principles of the President's own cousin, the private practice
physician Milton R. Wolf, M.D. When Barack Obama and Dr. Milton Wolf met for the first time in May 2010, it marked the
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beginning of a new phase in this all-American family feud. In this work, Dr. Wolf takes the gloves off and describes the
results of decades of government intervention in health care, the disastrous doubling down on failure of ObamaCare and
finally the alternative free market reforms that will save our system and ultimately our nation.

Toward a More Natural Science
This volume brings together original research that throws new light on how standards of behavior for medical practitioners
are articulated in different religious, social, and political contexts.

Contemporary Medical Students’ Perceptions of the Hippocratic Oath
This book discusses the common principles of morality and ethics derived from divinely endowed intuitive reason through
the creation of al-fitr' a (nature) and human intellect (al-‘aql). Biomedical topics are presented and ethical issues related to
topics such as genetic testing, assisted reproduction and organ transplantation are discussed. Whereas these natural
sources are God’s special gifts to human beings, God’s revelation as given to the prophets is the supernatural source of
divine guidance through which human communities have been guided at all times through history. The second part of the
book concentrates on the objectives of Islamic religious practice – the maqa' sid – which include: Preservation of Faith,
Preservation of Life, Preservation of Mind (intellect and reason), Preservation of Progeny (al-nasl) and Preservation of
Property. Lastly, the third part of the book discusses selected topical issues, including abortion, assisted reproduction
devices, genetics, organ transplantation, brain death and end-of-life aspects. For each topic, the current medical evidence
is followed by a detailed discussion of the ethical issues involved.

The Hippocratic Oath in Elizabethan England
Edited by experts on burnout, five sections lay out the scope of the challenge and outline potential interventions. The
introduction, which discusses the history and social context of burnout, provides psychiatrists who may be struggling with
burnout with much-needed perspective. Subsequent sections discuss the potential effects of burnout on clinical care,
contextual elements that may contribute to burnout, and, potential systemic and individual interventions.

The Prince of Medicine
T. A. Cavanaugh's Hippocrates' Oath and Asclepius' Snake: The Birth of the Medical Profession articulates the Oath as
establishing the medical profession's unique internal medical ethic - in its most basic and least controvertible form, this
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ethic mandates that physicians help and not harm the sick. Relying on Greek myth, drama, and medical experience (e.g.,
homeopathy), the book shows how this medical ethic arose from reflection on the most vexing medical-ethical problem -injury caused by a physician -- and argues that deliberate iatrogenic harm, especially the harm of a doctor choosing to kill
(physician assisted suicide, euthanasia, abortion, and involvement in capital punishment), amounts to an abandonment of
medicine as an exclusively therapeutic profession. The book argues that medicine as a profession necessarily involves
stating before others what one stands for: the good one seeks and the bad one seeks to avoid on behalf of the sick, and
rejects the view that medicine is purely a technique lacking its own unique internal ethic. It concludes noting that medical
promising (as found in the White Coat Ceremony through which U. S. medical students matriculate) implicates medical
autonomy which in turn merits respect, including honoring professional conscientious objections.

Data Science for Undergraduates
Data science is emerging as a field that is revolutionizing science and industries alike. Work across nearly all domains is
becoming more data driven, affecting both the jobs that are available and the skills that are required. As more data and
ways of analyzing them become available, more aspects of the economy, society, and daily life will become dependent on
data. It is imperative that educators, administrators, and students begin today to consider how to best prepare for and keep
pace with this data-driven era of tomorrow. Undergraduate teaching, in particular, offers a critical link in offering more data
science exposure to students and expanding the supply of data science talent. Data Science for Undergraduates:
Opportunities and Options offers a vision for the emerging discipline of data science at the undergraduate level. This report
outlines some considerations and approaches for academic institutions and others in the broader data science communities
to help guide the ongoing transformation of this field.

The Hippocratic Oath
Galen of Pergamum (A.D. 129 - ca. 216) began his remarkable career tending to wounded gladiators in provincial Asia
Minor. Later in life he achieved great distinction as one of a small circle of court physicians to the family of Emperor Marcus
Aurelius, at the very heart of Roman society. Susan Mattern's The Prince of Medicine offers the first authoritative biography
in English of this brilliant, audacious, and profoundly influential figure. Like many Greek intellectuals living in the high
Roman Empire, Galen was a prodigious polymath, writing on subjects as varied as ethics and eczema, grammar and gout.
Indeed, he was (as he claimed) as highly regarded in his lifetime for his philosophical works as for his medical treatises.
However, it is for medicine that he is most remembered today, and from the later Roman Empire through the Renaissance,
medical education was based largely on his works. Even up to the twentieth century, he remained the single most
influential figure in Western medicine. Yet he was a complicated individual, full of breathtaking arrogance, shameless selfPage 12/15
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promotion, and lacerating wit. He was fiercely competitive, once disemboweling a live monkey and challenging the
physicians in attendance to correctly replace its organs. Relentless in his pursuit of anything that would cure the patient, he
insisted on rigorous observation and, sometimes, daring experimentation. Even confronting one of history's most horrific
events--a devastating outbreak of smallpox--he persevered, bearing patient witness to its predations, year after year. The
Prince of Medicine gives us Galen as he lived his life, in the city of Rome at its apex of power and decadence, among his
friends, his rivals, and his patients. It offers a deeply human and long-overdue portrait of one of ancient history's most
significant and engaging figures.

The Hippocratic Oath, Text, Translation and Interpretation
Background: The Hippocratic Oath is a standard of medical ethics. Oath adaptations are common. Objective: Evaluate
students’ perceptions regarding the oath. Design: Survey of University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) Medical School
graduating students regarding the oath’s relevance, content, and application, and whether a choice of version should be
provided. Results: Forty-two of the fifty-three students (79 percent) considered the original oath relevant. Most (53 percent)
disagreed that the oath in its original form be used, and most preferred a modified oath. More agreed (40 percent) than
disagreed (28 percent) on providing a choice of version of the oath. The mean of correct answers as to the original oath’s
contents was 68 percent. Euthanasia and abortion prohibitions were recognized by 68 percent and 62 percent, respectively.
Increased knowledge of the original’s contents correlated with decreased desire that it be used (p = .02). Recognition of
euthanasia/abortion prohibitions was significantly better for those in disagreement than in agreement that the original be
used. Those who disagreed that a choice of oath versions be provided had significantly better knowledge of the original’s
euthanasia/abortion prohibitions than those who agreed. However, those who felt strongly that a choice should or should
not be given each had a 100 percent accuracy of identifying euthanasia/abortion prohibitions. Conclusions: Most students
preferred an adapted oath to the original. Increased student knowledge of the original oath’s contents, including reference
to euthanasia/abortion, significantly correlated with decreased desire to use it. Given the original’s importance in medical
ethics, this is concerning. A subset of students, however, affirmed the original’s value and desired its use. Improved
education in the Hippocratic oath is important, given modern medicine’s complex moral issues. Summary: The Hippocratic
oath is a standard of medical ethics. Oath adaptations eliminating the original’s prohibitions of abortion/euthanasia are
common. Most medical students who were questioned preferred the adapted oath to the original. Only two-thirds
recognized the original’s prohibitions of abortion/euthanasia. Those who knew of the original oath’s prohibitions also had a
decreased desire that it be used. Students disagreeing that a choice of versions of the oath be provided had better
knowledge of these prohibitions. This is concerning, given the original oath’s importance in medical ethics including at the
1945–1949 Nuremberg trials. Nonetheless, a subset of students affirmed the original Hippocratic oath’s importance,
desiring its use.
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