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When She Was Good
Guide to Jewish Films on Video
Nathan Zuckerman's fourth novel--a scandalously explicit best seller-makes him
rich and famous and throws him, amid gossip, temptations, and threats, into the
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turbulent world outside of art

Goodbye, Columbus
From the moment that his debut book, Goodbye, Columbus (1959), won him the
National Book Award, Philip Roth has been among the most influential and
controversial writers of our age. Now the author of more than twenty novels,
numerous stories, two memoirs, and two books of literary criticism, Roth has used
his writing to continually reinvent himself and in doing so to remake the American
literary landscape. This Companion provides the most comprehensive introduction
to his works and thought in a collection of newly commissioned essays from
distinguished scholars. Beginning with the urgency of Roth's early fiction and
extending to the vitality of his most recent novels, these essays trace Roth's
artistic engagement with questions about ethnic identity, postmodernism, Israel,
the Holocaust, sexuality, and the human psyche itself. With its chronology and
guide to further reading, this Companion will be essential for new and returning
Roth readers, students and scholars.

The Ghost Writer
Against the backdrop of the Korean War, a young man faces life’s unimagined
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chances and terrifying consequences. It is 1951 in America, the second year of the
Korean War. A studious, law-abiding, intense youngster from Newark, New Jersey,
Marcus Messner, is beginning his sophomore year on the pastoral, conservative
campus of Ohio’s Winesburg College. And why is he there and not at the local
college in Newark where he originally enrolled? Because his father, the sturdy,
hard-working neighborhood butcher, seems to have gone mad -- mad with fear and
apprehension of the dangers of adult life, the dangers of the world, the dangers he
sees in every corner for his beloved boy. As the long-suffering, desperately
harassed mother tells her son, the father’s fear arises from love and pride.
Perhaps, but it produces too much anger in Marcus for him to endure living with his
parents any longer. He leaves them and, far from Newark, in the midwestern
college, has to find his way amid the customs and constrictions of another
American world. Indignation, Philip Roth’s twenty-ninth book, is a story of
inexperience, foolishness, intellectual resistance, sexual discovery, courage, and
error. It is a story told with all the inventive energy and wit Roth has at his
command, at once a startling departure from the haunted narratives of old age
and experience in his recent books and a powerful addition to his investigations of
the impact of American history on the life of the vulnerable individual.

The Cambridge Companion to Philip Roth
A compendium of information on over 400 feature length films of Jewish intrest
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available on video

Nemesis
Patrimony, a true story, touches the emotions as strongly as anything Philip Roth
has ever written. Roth watches as his eight-six-year-old father—famous for his
vigor, his charm, and his repertoire of Newark recollections—battles with the brain
tumor that will kill him. The son, full of love, anxiety, and dread, accompanies his
father through each fearful stage of his final ordeal, and, as he does so, discloses
the survivalist tenacity that has distinguished his father’s long, stubborn
engagement with life. Philip Roth is hailed by many as the reigning king of
American fiction. Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, this memoir
about love, survival and memory is one of his most intimate books, but also one of
his most intellectually vigorous. Patrimony is Roth’s elegy to his father, written with
piercing observation and wit at the height of his literary prowess.

The Humbling
A witty social satire about a poor librarian from the Bronx and a pampered Jewish
princess from Westchester County who become lovers despite her parents'
opposition.
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Blacks and Jews in Literary Conversation
National Book Award Winner Philip Roth's brilliant career was launched when the
unknown twenty-five-year-old writer won the Houghton Mifflin Literary Fellowship
for a collection that was to be called Goodbye, Columbus, and which, in turn,
captured the 1960 National Book Award. In the famous title story, perhaps the best
college love story ever written, Radcliffe-bound Brenda Patimkin initiates Neil
Klugman of Newark into a new and unsettling society of sex, leisure, and loss. Over
the years, most of the other stories have become classics as well.

Zuckerman Unbound
A Study Guide for Philip Roth's "Goodbye, Columbus"
Reproduction of the original: Miss Crespigny by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Goodbye California
A Study Guide for Philip Roth's "Goodbye, Columbus," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
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summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

Patrimony
Everything is over for Simon Axler, the protagonist of the history. One of the
leading American stage actors of his generation, now in his sixties, he has lost his
magic, his talent and his assurance. His Falstaff and Peer Gynt and Vanya, all his
great roles, 'are melted into air, into thin air'. When he goes on stage he feels like
a lunatic and looks like an idiot. His confidence in his powers has drained away; he
imagines people laughing at him; he can no longer pretend to be someone else.
His wife has gone, his audience has left him, his agent can't persuade him to make
a comeback. Into this shattering account of inexplicable and terrifying selfevacuation bursts a counterplot of unusual erotic desire, a consolation for the
bereft life so risky and aberrant that it points not towards comfort and gratification
but to a yet darker and more shocking end. In this long day's journey into night,
told with Roth's inimitable urgency, bravura and gravity, all the ways that we
persuade ourselves of our solidity, all our life's performances - talent, love, sex,
hope, energy, reputation - are stripped off.
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Roth Unbound
The classic tale of terrorism, where a criminal fanatic is hell-bent on blasting San
Francisco into the ocean, from the acclaimed master of action and suspense.

Shop Talk
Radio actor Iron Rinn (born Ira Ringold) is a big Newark roughneck blighted by a
brutal personal secret from which he is perpetually in flight. An idealistic
Communist, a self-educated ditchdigger turned popular performer, a six-foot sixinch Abe Lincoln look-alike, he marries the nation's reigning radio actress and
beloved silent-film star, the exquisite Eve Frame (born Chava Fromkin). Their
marriage evolves from a glamorous, romantic idyll into a dispiriting soap opera of
tears and treachery. And with Eve's dramatic revelation to the gossip columnist
Bryden Grant of her husband's life of "espionage" for the Soviet Union, the
relationship enlarges from private drama into national scandal. Set in the heart of
the McCarthy era, the story of Iron Rinn's denunciation and disgrace brings to
harrowing life the human drama that was central to the nation's political
tribulations in the dark years of betrayal, the blacklist, and naming names. I
Married a Communist is an American tragedy as only Philip Roth could write it.
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Racquet
The story of one of the most important and least-understood jobs in
moviemaking—film editing—is here told by one of the wizards, Ralph Rosenblum,
whose credentials include six Woody Allen films, as well as The Pawnbroker, The
Producers, and Goodbye, Columbus. Rosenblum and journalist Robert Karen have
written both a history of the profession and a personal account, a highly
entertaining, instructive, and revelatory book that will make any reader a more
aware movie-viewer.

Goodbye, Columbus
A young writer in search of a spiritual father, Nathan Zuckerman views E. I. Lonoff,
who lives with his wife and his student-mistress in rural Massachusetts, as an
embodiment of the ideal of artistic integrity and independence

Everyman
Winner of the Man Booker International Prize 2011 In the "stifling heat of equatorial
Newark," a terrifying epidemic is raging, threatening the children of the New Jersey
city with maiming, paralysis, lifelong disability, and even death. This is the startling
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theme of Philip Roth’s wrenching new book: a wartime polio epidemic in the
summer of 1944 and the effect it has on a closely knit, family-oriented Newark
community and its children. At the center of Nemesis is a vigorous, dutiful twentythree-year-old playground director, Bucky Cantor, a javelin thrower and
weightlifter, who is devoted to his charges and disappointed with himself because
his weak eyes have excluded him from serving in the war alongside his
contemporaries. Focusing on Cantor’s dilemmas as polio begins to ravage his
playground—and on the everyday realities he faces—Roth leads us through every
inch of emotion such a pestilence can breed: the fear, the panic, the anger, the
bewilderment, the suffering, and the pain. Moving between the smoldering,
malodorous streets of besieged Newark and Indian Hill, a pristine children’s
summer camp high in the Poconos—whose "mountain air was purified of all
contaminants"—Roth depicts a decent, energetic man with the best intentions
struggling in his own private war against the epidemic. Roth is tenderly exact at
every point about Cantor’s passage into personal disaster, and no less exact about
the condition of childhood. Through this story runs the dark questions that haunt
all four of Roth’s late short novels, Everyman, Indignation, The Humbling, and now
Nemesis: What kind of accidental choices fatally shape a life? How does the
individual withstand the onslaught of circumstance?

Goodbye, Columbus
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After he is transformed into a 155-pound female breast, college professor David
Kepesh struggles to rationalize his condition by proving he is insane

I Married a Communist
Explores the works of leading black and Jewish writers from the 1950s to the
1980s.

Philip Roth
A critical evaluation of Philip Roth—the first of its kind—that takes on the man, the
myth, and the work Philip Roth is one of the most renowned writers of our time.
From his debut, Goodbye, Columbus, which won the National Book Award in 1960,
and the explosion of Portnoy's Complaint in 1969 to his haunting reimagining of
Anne Frank's story in The Ghost Writer ten years later and the series of
masterworks starting in the mid-eighties—The Counterlife, Patrimony, Operation
Shylock, Sabbath's Theater, American Pastoral, The Human Stain—Roth has
produced some of the great American literature of the modern era. And yet there
has been no major critical work about him until now. Here, at last, is the story of
Roth's creative life. Roth Unbound is not a biography—though it contains a wealth
of previously undisclosed biographical details and unpublished material—but
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something ultimately more rewarding: the exploration of a great writer through his
art. Claudia Roth Pierpont, a staff writer for The New Yorker, has known Roth for
nearly a decade. Her carefully researched and gracefully written account is filled
with remarks from Roth himself, drawn from their ongoing conversations. Here are
insights and anecdotes that will change the way many readers perceive this most
controversial and galvanizing writer: a young and unhappily married Roth
struggling to write; a wildly successful Roth, after the uproar over Portnoy, working
to help writers from Eastern Europe and to get their books known in the West; Roth
responding to the early, Jewish—and the later, feminist—attacks on his work. Here
are Roth's family, his inspirations, his critics, the full range of his fiction, and his
friendships with such figures as Saul Bellow and John Updike. Here is Roth at work
and at play. Roth Unbound is a major achievement—a highly readable story that
helps us make sense of one of the most vital literary careers of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

Short Stories
When The Shooting Stops The Cutting Begins
Offering fresh insight into Roth's works, this volume covers the entire oeuvre to
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date and addresses common themes and issues.

The Facts
Letting Go is Roth's first full-length novel, published just after Goodbye, Columbus,
when he was twenty-nine. Set in 1950s Chicago, New York, and Iowa city, Letting
Go presents as brilliant a fictional portrait as we have of a mid-century America
defined by social and ethical constraints and by moral compulsions conspicuously
different from those of today. Newly discharged from the Korean War army, reeling
from his mother's recent death, freed from old attachments and hungrily seeking
others, Gabe Wallach is drawn to Paul Herz, a fellow graduate student in literature,
and to Libby, Paul's moody, intense wife. Gabe's desire to be connected to the
ordered "world of feeling" that he finds in books is first tested vicariously by the
anarchy of the Herzes' struggles with responsible adulthood and then by his own
eager love affairs. Driven by the desire to live seriously and act generously, Gabe
meets an impassable test in the person of Martha Reganhart, a spirited,
outspoken, divorced mother of two, a formidable woman who, according to critic
James Atlas, is masterfully portrayed with "depth and resonance." The complex
liason between Gabe and Martha and Gabe's moral enthusiasm for the trials of
others are at the heart of this tragically comic work.
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Rethinking Columbus
A rigorously unfictionalized narrative that portrays Roth unadorned -- as young
artist, as student , as son, as lover, as husband, as American, as Jew -- and
candidly examines how close the novels have been to, and how far from,
autobiography.

Indignation
Philip Roth's new novel is a candidly intimate yet universal story of loss, regret,
and stoicism. The best-selling author of The Plot Against America now turns his
attention from "one family's harrowing encounter with history" (New York Times) to
one man's lifelong skirmish with mortality. The fate of Roth's everyman is traced
from his first shocking confrontation with death on the idyllic beaches of his
childhood summers, through the family trials and professional achievements of his
vigorous adulthood, and into his old age, when he is rended by observing the
deterioration of his contemporaries and stalked by his own physical woes. A
successful commercial artist with a New York ad agency, he is the father of two
sons from a first marriage who despise him and a daughter from a second
marriage who adores him. He is the beloved brother of a good man whose physical
well-being comes to arouse his bitter envy, and he is the lonely ex-husband of
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three very different women with whom he's made a mess of marriage. In the end
he is a man who has become what he does not want to be. The terrain of this
powerful novel -- Roth's twenty-seventh book and the fifth to be published in the
twenty-first century -- is the human body. Its subject is the common experience
that terrifies us all. Everyman takes its title from an anonymous fifteenth-century
allegorical play, a classic of early English drama, whose theme is the summoning of
the living to death.

Save the Date
The Zulu and the Zeide
A Radcliffe undergraduate and a Newark public library employee engage in a
summer romance

The Breast
The best writing on tennis from the best tennis writers in the business. Racquet
was founded in 2016 to be the voice of a new tennis boom. When the popularity of
tennis peaked in the late '70s and early '80s, the sport was populated by
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buccaneering talents with outsize personas, such as Borg, Evert, McEnroe,
Navratilova, Gerulaitis, Austin, King, and Connors. The game was played in every
park, and tennis clothes became appropriate attire for cocktails as well as for a
match. With success, however, came polish, and tennis--if not the game itself, then
how it came to be represented in the culture--got boring. Having a big personality
was no longer a virtue. Tennis went back to being a bastion of the elite. Racquet is
a place for those who knew all along that the spirit of the tennis boom was alive.
Tennis has always been present in the arts, in the popular culture, in the
skateboarding, hip-hop, and fashion worlds. That side of tennis was--and
is--obscured by the tightly controlled messaging of the athletes, the corporate
glean of the major tournaments, and the all-white attire of the country-club scene.
Racquet was launched to represent the latent, diverse, and large constituency of
tennis that has not been embraced by the sport writ large. Featuring the work of
some of today's finest writers, the quarterly independent magazine highlights the
art, culture, and style that are adjacent to the sport--and just enough of the pro
game to keep the diehards satisfied. This collection features some of the best
writing from the first four years of Racquet and tackles such immediate topics as:
How should tennis smell? What's the deal with Andre Agassi's private jet? What can
a professional tennis player learn from Philip Roth? Why is tennis important in
Lolita? How was Arthur Ashe like Muhammad Ali? And, crucially, what lessons have
we learned from the implosion of that first tennis boom?
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The Impact of Science on Society
He is relentlessly defiant. He is exceedingly libidinous. His appetite for the
outrageous is insatiable. He is Mickey Sabbath, the aging, raging powerhouse
whose savage effrontery and mocking audacity are at the heart of Philip Roth's
astonishing new novel. Sabbath's Theater tells Mickey's story in the wake of the
death of his mistress, an erotic free spirit whose adulterous daring exceeds even
his own. Once a scandalously inventive puppeteer, Mickey is now in his mid-sixties
and besieged by ghosts - of his mother, his beloved brother, his vanished first wife,
his mistress of thirteen years. Bereft and grieving, he embarks on a turbulent
journey back into his past, one that brings him to the brink of madness and
extinction. But no matter how ardently he courts death, he is too exuberantly alive
to succeed at dying. Sabbath's Theater is a comic creation of epic proportions, and
Mickey Sabbath is its gargantuan hero. This book presents Philip Roth at the peak
of his powers.

Miss Crespigny
A Philip Roth Reader
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An excellent account and reflection on each diverse stage of Philip Roth's 50-year
career.

Goodbye, Columbus
Philip Roth's award-winning first book instantly established its author's reputation
as a writer of explosive wit, merciless insight and a fierce compassion for even the
most self-deluding of his characters. GOODBYE, COLOMBUS is the story of Neil
Klugman and pretty, spirited Brenda Patimkin, he of poor Newark, she of suburban
Short Hills, who meet one summer break and dive into an affair that is as much
about social class and suspicion as it is about love.The novella is accompanied by
five short stories that range in tone from the iconoclastic to the astonishingly
tender and that illuminate the subterranean conflicts between parents and children
and friends and neighbours in the American Jewish diaspora.

Goodbye, Columbus
An unmarried journalist charts the haphazard course of her own perennial wedding
guesthood, describing the wide range of weddings she has attended and the ways
in which nuptial celebrations change relationships and compel guests to reexamine
goals and beliefs.
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Sabbath's Theater
An anthology of selections from eight of Philip Roth's early novels, with a definitive
version of The Breast and the previously uncollected story Novotny's Pain,
alongside the essay-story Looking At Kafka.

Roots Too
Letting Go
Rethinking Columbus: the next 500 years, edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson
is a resource guide for teachers and community activists which includes 90 essays,
poems, short stories, interviews, historical vignettes, and lesson plans that reevaluate the legacy of Columbus.

Portnoy's Complaint
In this funny and chilling novel, the setting is a small town in the 1940s Midwest,
and the subject is the heart of a wounded and ferociously moralistic young woman,
one of those implacable American moralists whose "goodness" is a terrible disease.
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When she was still a child, Lucy Nelson had her alcoholic failure of a father thrown
in jail. Ever since then she has been trying to reform the men around her, even if
that ultimately means destroying herself in the process. With his unerring portraits
of Lucy and her hapless, childlike husband, Roy, Roth has created an
uncompromising work of fictional realism, a vision of provincial American piety,
yearning, and discontent that is at once pitiless and compassionate.

Goodbye
The life of actor/choreographer/musician Columbus Short has been punctuated
with trauma that extends well beyond the plot lines of his previous role on the hit
series Scandal. Short has lived many lives packed into one-from a family filled with
turmoil to tumultuous love affairs and enough scandals of his own. But somewhere
in the middle, Short's realization that there has to be a better way comes into full
view. "Short Stories" not only details Columbus Short's journey from childhood to
Hollywood, it shows how even the most checkered of pasts can create a different
person with the right amount of will and drive, especially when it comes to fulfilling
your true destiny.

Goodbye, Columbus, Hello Medicine
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In the 1970s, white ethnics mobilized around a new version of the epic tale of
plucky immigrants making their way in the New World through the sweat of their
brow. Although this turn to ethnicity was for many an individual search for familial
and psychological identity, Roots Too establishes a broader white social and
political consensus arising in response to the political language of the Civil Rights
movement.

The Major Phases of Philip Roth
The legendary author’s essays and interviews explore how fellow writers from
Milan Kundera to Edna O’Brien are influenced by time, place, and politics. Writers
are often deeply influenced by the time and place in which they live and write. In
Shop Talk, Philip Roth, winner of a National Book Award, a Pulitzer Prize, and
numerous other literary honors, explores the intimate relationship a writer’s
experience has with his or her work. In a series of essays, Roth recounts his
intellectual encounters with writers, discussing with them the diverse regions from
which they hail and pondering the influence of locale, politics, and history on their
work. Featuring luminaries such as Milan Kundera discussing Czechoslovakia;
Primo Levi talking about Auschwitz; Edna O’Brien reflecting on Ireland; Isaac
Bashevis Singer tackling Warsaw; Aharon Appelfeld on Bukovina; and Ivan Klíma on
Prague, Roth’s conversations touch on the conditions that inspire great art, with
artists as attuned to the subtleties of their societies as they are the nuances of
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words. Also including a portrait of Bernard Malamud, a written exchange with Mary
McCarthy about Roth’s The Counterlife, and the essay “Rereading Saul Bellow,”
Shop Talk is a “fascinating [glimpse] of some of the deans of postwar literature”
(Los Angeles Times Book Review).
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